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Everyone who seeks entrance into
Christ’s kingdom will do well to read
the conversation with Nicodemus re
corded in the third chapter of St. John.
This ruler came by night to learn of
Christ and of the kingdom which He
was about to establish.
He acknowl
edged that Christ was a teacher come
from God, but wrhen Christ said to him
“ except a man be born again he cannot
enter the kingdom of God,” he mar
velled and said, “ How can these things
be?”
E very word spoken by the Savior has
great depth of meaning and notably so
the wTords spoken here to Nicodemus, be
cause they reveal the spiritual nature
of His kingdom and teach the necessity
of regeneration. Nicodemus no doubt,
was a learned man, yet he did not fully
comprehend the meaning of the Savior’s
words, “ Ye must be born again,” con
firming the truth that the religion of
Jesus Christ is a revealed religion
and not one that can be discovered by
reason.
To more fu lly enlighten us as to the
nature and effect of the new birth the
Savior in this interview with Nicodemus
makes a very simple and comprehensive
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illustration of the power of His Spirit
by comparing it to the wind. He said,
“ The wind bloweth where it listeth and
thou hearest the sound thereof but canst
not tell whence it cometh and whither it
goeth. So is every man that is born of
the S p irit.”
We have no difficulty in knowing that
the world has set up false standards and
that he who would follow where they
lead is like the troubled water, never at
rest.
We recognize that peace, con
tentment and true happiness is impos
sible where envy, covetousness, hatred
and strife predominate.
Because of
this, Christ came to call us out of the
spirit of the world and to separate us
from the evil, and from acts at variance
with divine love.
Nicodemus being a ruler had every
opportunitjr to know of the depravity in
human nature, and no doubt he came to
the Savior because he believed that He
had the key to eternal life ; but when the
Savior revealed to him the necessity of
the new birth, like men today, he mar
velled and said, “ How can these things
be?”
We heartily invite our readers to
meditate and reflect upon the words of
this most enlightening and beautiful
narrative given us by the Savior of the
world. In fairness to ourselves and to
God, let us not marvel at Christ’s words,
“ Ye must be born again.” Nor say as
did Nicodemus, “ How can these things
be?” because we do not understand.
But let us ever keep in mind that in
order to acquire spiritual knowledge and
understanding, and to gain entrance to
the kingdom of Christ we must be born
of the Spirit of Christ.
So teach us to number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
Psalms 90: 12.

C H R I S T ’S KINGDOM NOT OF
T H IS W O R L D
‘ ‘ M y kingdom is not of th is w o rld ; fo r i f my
kingdom w ere o f th is w orld, then would my
serv an ts fig h t.”
Jo h n 18: 36.

Christ’s teaching pointed to the es
tablishment of a spiritual kingdom, as
the above noted testimony before Pilate
clearly affirms. His first public teach
ing is the following: “ The time is ful
filled and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent, ye, and believe the Gos
pel.” The Gospel He taught related to
this kingdom. When the Pharisees de
manded of Him when the kingdom of
God should come He answered them and
said, “ The kingdom of God cometh not
with observation; neither shall they say,
Lo here! or lo there! for behold the
kingdom of God is within you.” The
following testimony of the Apostle Paul
is in accord with that of Christ, “ For
the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost.” It is evident
from many scripture testimonies that
the kingdom of Christ is spiritual and
is established in the hearts of His
people, where He is enthroned in spirit.
Time of establishment of the king
dom.— The kingdom was not established
on earth until the great atonement was
made and the redemption of man made
possible. The effect of the atonement
was the dethronement of Satan, the
usurper. Through the atonement man
kind were emancipated from the bond
age of sin, as it is testified, “ Behold the
Lamb of God that taketli away the sin
of the world,” and thus prepared the
way for the kingdom of heaven. The
prophet Daniel determined the time of
the establishment of the kingdom of our
text. He places it before the four great
world empires shall have passed away,
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by saying, In the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a king
dom that shall never be destroyed, nor
be given to any other people (meaning
the people of God). The prophet (in
type or figure) foretold the rise and fall
of four empires, the last of which was
the Roman; during its existence Christ
appeared on earth and established His
kingdom.
The prophet Isaiah foretold the
character of this kingdom, that right
eousness and faithfulness shall prevail;
that they will learn war no more; that
the confused noise of the warrior will
no longer be heard, and the garments
rolled in blood will no more be in evi
dence. “ And that they shall not hurt
nor destroy in all the L ord ’s holy moun
tain (church or kingdom), for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”
This testimony accords with that of the
prophet Jerem iah: “ I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts, and they shall all know me
from the least to the greatest of them.”
Christ is the prince and ruler of His
kingdom. It was instituted on Pente
cost in the hearts of those who received
Him by faith. Those constituted His
church and kingdom, all they who were
taught by him through his word and
Spirit. While on earth he gave power
to those who received Him. So it is now
in spirit. The earthly minded who re
ceive His Spirit and Gospel are trans
formed, and the knowledge of God will
cover such earthly minds and hearts as
the waters cover the sea.
The kingdom of our text is of eternal
duration, as it is founded upon love.
Of its durability is the following: “ Of
his government and peace there shall be
no end.” The church or kingdom es
tablished on Pentecost exists now, has
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existed since its founding and will con
tinue to exist the same in life and doc
trine. Christ testified, “ Upon this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.” The
subjects of the kingdom obey through
love. Admission is by adoption, the
same as from the beginning. The king
dom of Christ is founded on love, and
the kingdom of the world on justice and
equity. God is the author of both king
doms. To the one He has given the
sword for the protection of the good
and the punishment of the lawbreakers;
to the other He has given his Spirit to
keep their hearts pure and to attract
persons to the peaceable kingdom of His
beloved Son. These two kingdoms have
different offices to fill. As already
noted, the one is to preserve order in
the nation, the other is to win souls to
the kingdom of peace. When Christ
was upon earth there were moral, social
and civil wrongs, as there are now. He
left them as He found them. He did
not meddle with the administration of
civil government, but He severely re
proved the ecclesiasticism of that time
and the ecclesiastical leaders. He ap
pealed to the erring, individually, to
come and follow Him. He had one only
remedy for the oppressed and distressed
from whatever cause, and that was
effectual then, and is now, and ever will
be, viz.: “ Seek ye first the kingdom and
all these things will be added unto
you.”
This is ■also the office of the
church, and if it is faithful in proclaim
ing the Gospel of the kingdom, it is also
faithful to its Author.
Chambersburg, Pa.
J . S. L.
How much better is it to get wisdom
than gold! and to get understanding
rather to be chosen than silver!
Proverbs 16 : 16.
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teaches us “ to esteem others better than
ourselves.”
There is 110 exception
made in favor of ability, wealth or posi
tion. The principle for such high
esteem of others is based on the fact
that such a believer is conscious of sin
In deciding the meaning of any par ful motions in the flesh which mortify
ticular Scripture we should look care him in his holy aspirations, and he can
fully into the context. I f that is done not so fully realize that his experience
those who have the temper of the Holy is also the experience of others. We
Spirit will never break fellowship in see their outward piety, but know not
worship. Believest thou this?
their inward conflict.
The subject to which our text belongs
God is the Author of love by which
deals with personal differences relating
life should be controlled in the family,
to leaders in the Church. The apostle
and in every other relation. Without
Paul saw in the disposition manifested
love church organization is dead for
an opening wedge for division and calls
malism. The effect of real love is
the disposition “ carnal.” In our text
agreement.
“ B y this shall all men
his argument is that God has endowed
know that ye are my disciples, if ye
the leaders differently, which fact
have love one to another.” John 1 3 :
should end all disputation. As God is
35. This testimony is open and con
the Author of all gifts, as well as of His
vincing to every one. Could the law of
word, their attention should have been
love allow litigation, division, or war
directed to the doctrines which they
among the disciples of its Author,
preached rather than to the talents of
those who preached them. Heated argu Christ? Will it bring a “ care one for
ments result from yielding to selfish another,” that we are careful not to
pride and are not promotive of good. offend the convictions of others, and
The doctrine of Christ bears the charac that we try, if one be overtaken in a
ter of love. Love is gentle. We need fault to “ restore such an one in the
not become excited in advocating truth, spirit of meekness?” Gal. 6 : 1. In
for truth is a force which impresses it case of grievance the aggrieved one is to
appeal for relief—if necessary to the
self without disorderly effort.
The religious denominations which, Church,— and the Church has the au
according to history, tried by persecu thority to remove the offender from
tion to force their tenets on passive membership if he does not seek peace.
The Church was regulated by a
Christians, did not show the fruit of
united
ministry during the entire apos
Christ’s love in their abuses. They
tolic
period.
Since then divisions have
were not justified by the teachings of
Christ to interfere with the free-will of occurred. A t that time the tendency
any one to accept or reject Christ. The toward division was pronounced carnal.
suffering of penalty is consequent on So the act of division must be carnal
rejecting Divine protection, as when we and those worshipers who ignore truth
disobey fixed law we may destroy health are guilty of division regardless of
every other merit they may possess, and
and life.
are
evidently carnal worshipers. When
B y ruling our spirit we have uncon
scious power over others. The Gospel unity cannot be effected both parties to
TR U E FELLO W SH IP

“ F o r who m aketh thee to differ from a n 
o th er? a n d w h a t h a st thou th a t thou d id st not
receive?
Now i f thou d id st receive it, why
dost thou glory as if thou h a d st n o t received
it? ”
1 Cor. 4 : 7.
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a disagreement cannot be in Christ.
For the effect of the Gospel Mas to unite
Jew and Gentile into one Church.
They M’ere widely different in sentiment
and training, but they M-ere taught to
“ stand fast in one spirit with one mind
striving together for the faith of the
Gospel.”
Peter and Paul labored
among the Gentiles, M'hile other Apostles
labored among the JeM's, but they all
‘ ‘ counseled together. ’ ’ They determined
that Paul and Barnabas, and certain
other of them, should go up to Jerusa
lem unto the Apostles and elders to
settle a question. Acts 15 : 2. The
prophecy of the Savior M’as fulfilled,
“ There shall be one fold and one Shep
herd.” John 10 : 16.
Heresies came into the Church, yet
those that M'ere “ approved M-ere made
manifest,” and the decree M’e n t into
effect: “ A man that is an heretic after
the first and second admonition re
ject.” 1 Cor. 1 1 : 19 ; Titus 3 : 10.
Our text declares that believers have
nothing that they have not received.
“ Look to yourselves, that we lose not
the things which we have wrought, but
that Me receive a full reMard.” “ Hold
that fast which thou hast that no man
take thy crown.”
Lancaster, Pa.
E . H. H.

T H E M IND OF C H R IST
‘When the Apostle Paul told his
Philippian brethren to be like-minded
with Christ, he did not leave them igno
rant as to the kind of spirit they M'ere
to possess and cultivate. He said that
Christ being in the form of God made
Himself of no reputation but took upon
Him the form of a servant. He not
only laid aside His infinite majesty and
took our physical form but he chose to
work at an humble trade and finally
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submitted Himself to the shameful
death of the cross.
When there was strife among His
disciples as to which of them should be
accounted greatest, He said unto them,
“ He that is greatest among you let him
be as the younger, and he that is chief
as he that doth serve, * * * for I am
among you as he that serveth. ” Luke
22: 24, 27. True service to our fellowmen is clearly shoM'n here in contrast to
the spirit of self-seeking so natural to
us all. Christ, Himself, set the example
and has left no uncertain principle for
His folloM'ers. The Apostle counsels
his brethren, “ Let this mind be in you
M’liich was in Christ Jesu s.”
It is evident that the Apostle realized
that the believer may be tempted to do
things through strife or vainglory. For
we are of many minds and it is gratify
ing to the flesh when one can uphold his
own views and feel that they are recog
nized by others. The counsel is, “ Look
not every man upon his OMrn things but
every man also upon the things of
others.” Through regeneration and a
consequent appreciation of the fact that
all good gifts come from a higher
source, one realizes that he has nothing
but MTh a t he h a s received and th a t he
cannot take honor to himself for any
mental or physical endowment. For
“ if any man think that he knoweth
anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he
ought to know it.” 1 Cor. 8 : 2.
I f M’e allow the Scriptures to have
the proper effect upon our hearts and
if we consider the many evil promptings
and imperfections of our flesh, viewing
ourselves in the mirror of the Gospel it
will be easy for us to esteem others bet
ter than ourselves. “ Submitting one to
another in the fear of the Lord ” is an
evidence of true humility and of a de
sire to render each other service to
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strengthen the ties of unity and to con
tinue building upon the rock, Christ
Jesus, against which the gates of hell
shall not prevail. For Christ estab
lished His Church for the preservation
of the divine life in the souls of all His
followers.
God will accept the sinner on this
condition only that he will confess his
sins, admit his inability to merit salva
tion. look to Christ as his Savior and
strive to yield to the cross of self-abase
ment. When a believer gives evidence
of a selfish spirit or is overtaken in a
fault, love will constrain his fellowbelievers to tell him of his error keeping
in mind that they too are subject to
temptation; it is in a spirit of meekness
and with all long-suffering and forbear
ance that they seek to turn him from
the way of error. When he gives evi
dence of a spirit of submission and selfabasement the way of life is open and
the mind of Christ restored.
Christ said. “ I came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will but the
will of him that sent me.” John 6 : 38.
I f Christ who was without sin sought
not His own will, how much more
should the child of God, who is so falli
ble, endeavor with the help of the Lord
to seek and cultivate the mind of
Christ.
His disciples called Him Lord and
Master, and when He washed their feet,
girded with a towel as a servant, He
said. “ I f I your Lord and Master have
washed your feet you ought to wash one
another’s feet, for I have given you an
example.” The intention of this ser
vice Mas to impress upon their minds
the necessity of submitting to one an
other. The Church of God will always
observe this ordinance, as an act of
obedience to stimulate and refresh in
the minds of the believers the mutual
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interest and duty they owe to one an
other. Truly as Christ said, “ I f you
know these things happy are ye if ye do
them.”
Baden, Ontario.
H. G.

T H E L E S S O N OF T H E L I L I E S
‘ ‘ Consider the lilies o f the field, how they
g ro w : they toil not neither do they sp in ; and
yet I say unto you that Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. ’ ’
M att. 6: 28.

God has adorned the earth with a
multitude of floM’ers of varied and gor
geous colors, and mam’ of them, with
sweet fragrance. They not only please
our senses with their beauty and loveli
ness, but they teach us a lesson of the
marvelous creation of God. As there is
evidence of a design and also a supreme
intelligence underlying the creation of
all things, so God created flowers with
a purpose. He created nothing in vain.
Before the coming of Christ, the in
spired writers used flowers in several
places as emblems of mortality and the
vanity of human glory. The prophet
says, “ All flesh is grass, and all the
goodliness thereof as the flower of the
field. The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth.” Also the Psalmist: “ As for
man his days are as grass; as the flower
of the field so he flourisheth, for the
wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and
the place thereof shall know it no
more.”
The lily is more particularly men
tioned in Holy Writ than any other
flower; this must be owing to some of
its characteristics. There are many
varieties of lilies, but they are gen
erally delicately and beautifully colored
and in nearly all varieties they assume
a drooping position on the stem. The
delicate lily of the valley may espe

1931]

GOOD T ID IN G S

cially be used as an emblem of the mod
esty, humility and purity of Christ’s
character and that of His true follow
ers. In the Song of Solomon the lily
appears quite often, and it evidently is
compared to Christ who is refreshing
and beautiful to all His followers: “ I
am the rose of Sharon and the lily of
the valleys. His lips like lilies drop
ping sweet myrrh, His cheeks are as a
bed of spices.” Also the reference to
the Church, “ As the lily among thorns,
so is my love among the daughters.”
When the Savior told His disciples to
consider the lilies He obviously wanted
to teach them a lesson of faith in God.
to trust and confide in Him and not to
be unduly concerned or anxious about
their natural wants. At the same time
He told them, “ But seek first the King
dom of God and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto
you.” This is an impressive lesson to
us, for Christ did not only intend this
admonition for His immediate disciples;
but for His followers until the end of
time. Human nature has not changed
through the successive centuries; it pos
sesses the same promptings and tenden
cies that it did then. How inclined we
are to be like Martha, too careful and
troubled about these many things which
gratify only the mind, and provide for
our natural wants. How prone we are
to labor too strenuously for the meat
that perisheth and let the soul famish
for the bread of life. Jesus gives the
warning: “ Labor not for the meat that
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life which the
Son of man shall give unto you.” John
6 : 27.
Through the mysterious operation of
life which God implants in the stock of
the lily, the sap circulates from the
bulb or root producing the growth of
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stock and leaves. The latter in turn
imbibe nourishment from the air and so
the life-giving properties wrorking har
moniously together in root, stem and
leaves produce the beautiful flower.
Ju st as the lily could not produce its
flower without the life-giving proper
ties, so little could the Christian develop
the beautiful and lovely graces and vir
tues or the fruits of the Spirit without
the enlightening divine life, or Spirit
which God imparts. The artist can pro
duce an artificial lily, having semblance
of the natural one, but it would only be
an imitation for it would lack life. We
might, by moral and charitable works,
and observance of the ordinances, attain
a fair appearance of the Christian pro
fession; but it would be only an imita
tion and not the reality, if we had not
previously received the life-giving prin
ciple— the Spirit of God.
This blessed life is imparted only to
those who believe and accept Christ
Jesus. Therefore they only are Chris
tians who receive Christ’s Spirit and
follow Him by obeying all His com
mands: It is written, “ Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of H is.”
Rom. 8 : 9. Otherwise he
would be like the artificial lily—appear
ing beautiful without but lacking the
Spiritual life and love and truth in the
heart. The Lord Jesus severely re
buked the Pharisees when He said :
“ Woe unto ye Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye make clean the out
side of the cup and platter, but within
ye are full of extortion and excess.”
Matt. 23: 25. As the lily needs con
tinued nourishment to maintain its
beauty and fragrance, so the Christian
is preserved by continued grace from
God. Grace is freely granted if we
humbly petition the Throne of Grace
for help in time of need.
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Then let us put our trust in God and
glorify and praise His holy name! He
created this earth with all its life-sustaining elements, its scenes of grandeur
and beauty—all for us to enjoy in this
short life. How can we doubt His
providential care, for our Savior said,
“ Wherefore if God so clothe the grass
of the field, which today is, and tomor
row is cast into the oven, shall He not
much more clothe you, 0 ye of little
faith.” Matt. 6 : 30. These sayings of
Jesus are undoubtedly intended to im
press us that all natural things are only
secondary and transitory, compared
with the spiritual needs of the soul. He
came to save souls and to establish a
spiritual kingdom of the redeemed,
which shall have no end. The Prophet
foretold His mission: “ To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord * * * to
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness; that
they might be called trees of righteous
ness, the planting of the Lord, that EJe
might be glorified.” Isa. 6 1: 2, 3. The
beautiful lilies soon fade and die, and
all the glory of man passes into obliv
ion; but Christ’s Kingdom is adorned
with a beauty and a glory that shall not
be dimmed by age— it is eternal.
Lancaster, Pa.
E. H. W.

T H E V A L U E O F P A T IE N C E
Patience is one of the virtues which,
the Apostle Peter saj's, (2 Peter 1 : 6 ) ,
should be added to our faith, in order
that we may bear spiritual fruit.
Patience consists of a disposition to bear
all trials, afflictions and calamities in a
quiet, peaceful manner, without mur
mur or complaint. Some persons are
naturally patient, finding it easy to en
dure wrong; others have hasty, im
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patient natures, which do not readily
submit to contrary conditions.
The source of true, Christian patience
is a complete trust in God. When our
will is fully surrendered to His will
there will be submission to His provi
dence. When we have come to know
God as a merciful, Heavenly Father,
and His Son, Jesus Christ, as a perfect
Savior., we find we can safely cast all
our care upon Him, .who careth for us.
Serenity of mind will be the result—a
desire to live each day as it comes, and
not to be unduly concerned about to
morrow. I f our hopes are not fulfilled,
or our purposes carried out, we will
continue to hope and patiently wait.
I f our best laid plans fail, or severe
trials come, we will still believe “ all
things work together for good to them
that love the Lord.”
E very believer is taught of the Lord
to be patient, but we fail often in applying this virtue, as well as in others.
Some seem to have more to contend
with than others— more trials, more sor
rows, less encouragement, fewer re
wards. Our natural health affects our
outlook on life. Bodily infirmity may
tend to make us irritable, fearful and
despondent, while a sound body and
mind contribute to our feeling of well
being and cheerfulness.
An old lady once remarked, “ My
greatest worries have been about the
things that never happened.” How in
clined we are to see lions in our path
way ; to give way to gloomy forebodings,
to grow weak in faith when the future
looks d ark ! How often we can apply
to ourselves the words of Moses at the
Red Sea. Pursued by Pharaoh’s hosts,
hemmed in by mountains, and with the
Red Sea before them, the Israelites
were in despair. But Moses exclaimed,
“ Stand still, and see the salvation of
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G od !”
He stretched forth his hand
over the waters, which rolled back,
forming a road of escape. Many times
our way may seem closed, but if we will
only “ stand still” we shall “ see the sal
vation of God.”
The Scriptures contain many ac
counts showing the necessity
of
patience. The closing verses of Isaiah
40 give rich promise to those who “ wait
upon the Lord .” The Apostle James
reminds us of how the farmer waits for
the fruit of the earth, “ and hath long
patience for it, until he receive the
early and latter rain.” The tiller of
the soil does his duty in preparing the
ground and sowing the seed; then he
can only wait for the Lord to send
“ rain and fru itfu l seasons, filling the
heart with joy and gladness.” Ju st so
the child of God will endeavor to dis
charge his duty in simplicity and cheer
fulness, and will leave the outcome in
the hands of the Lord.
The patriarch, Job, was a wonderful
example of patience. Stripped of all
his possessions, his sons dead, his own
body loathsome with sores, his three
friends imparting no comfort to him, he
could still say of his God, “ Though He
slay me, yet will I trust in Him .”
A fter he had been tried, his fam ily and
possessions were restored and increased,
so that his latter end was better than his
beginning.
Most patient of all was the Lord
Jesus. He was “ very pitiful and of
tender m ercy” (James 5 : 1 1 ) . Jo b ’s
afflictions were confined to earthly in
terests. The Savior had no earthly
possessions, but He laid aside His
heavenly vestments; and although He
was the King of Glory, descended .to
earth in human form, revealed the will
of His Father, and meekly endured all
the reproaches, mockings and scorn of a
self-righteous people. Not only was lie
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called upon to bear the most sham eful
in d ign ities an d to rtu re of body, but the
w eigh t o f the sins o f the whole w orld
w as la id upon H im . F o r a time H e
tasted, as it w ere, the agon y o f th at
etern al death which Mould otherwise
have accrued to m an, and Minch caused
H im to c ry in H is extrem ity, “ M y God,
m y God, M’hy hast Thou fo rsak en M e ? ”
Y e t throughout a ll his e a rth ly career,
H e m an ifested a disposition to retu rn
good fo r evil, to love all men, and to
please not H im self.
I n these difficult times, through which
we a re now passin g, Me have g re a t need
o f patience. E v e ry w h e re there is u n 
certa in ty , p e rp le x ity , fe a r and m u rm u r
ing.
Men who considered them selves
M ealthy are reduced to p o v e rty ; m an y
M'hose positions seemed secure are
throM-n out of em ploym ent, and in a
lan d o f gre a t su rpluses o f food and
m aterials, thousands are destitute. A
num ber o f persons, crazed b y w o rry,
h ave com m itted gre a t c rim e s; and
others, u n w illin g to face the disgrace of
fa ilu re , h ave destroyed th eir own lives.
Sad
and
terrib le
h appen in gs
are
brought to our attention d a ily , re v ea l
in g the lu st and cru e lty existin g in the
w orld.
I f m ankind w ere able to see
these th in gs in the rig h t ligh t, they
Mould discover th at all these conditions
a re o n ly in accordance w ith prophecy,
and should move them to seek the source
o f help. On the co n tra ry , men become
hardened and in d ifferen t, and sa y
“ W here is the prom ise o f H is com
in g ? ” com plain b itte rly o f th eir lot, or
even doubt if there be a God.

The child of God should always re
member that his life “ consisteth not in
the abundance of the things M’hich he
possesseth.” The great standard in the
world today is money. Men measure
their success by temporal prosperity,
and bow down to idols of gold. When
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all is serene they have a false sense of
security; but when adversity comes,
happiness flees, because they lack that
anchor for the soul, which would keep
them from drifting;. We need to re
member that difficult times have been
encountered in the past, but the dark
clouds broke away, and the sun again
shone. Ju st so, the present, trying
times will pass by, if we can only be
patient, and thankful for such things as
we have.
The believer’s severest trials probably
do not include earthly interests. His
trials originate more from his striving
against sin. The promptings of evil in
the flesh are contrary to the teachings
of the Spirit, resulting in a daily war
fare. “ Without are fightings, within
are fears.” The knowledge of this
long-continued strife, in which the
Christian feels he does not acquit him
self nobly, brings discouragement, and
loss of faith. Let us look upward and
onward, knowing the Word of God is
full of encouragement to him who
presses on, and endures to the end.
The Savior knew it would be a daily
self-denial (Luke 9: 23) and has prom
ised power to overcome. Paul says,
“ Tribulation worketh imtience, and
patience experience, and experience
hope, and hope maketh not ashamed.”
It requires patience to wait for the
fulfillment of God’s promises, but we
know they are sure. “ In your patience
possess ye your souls.” “ Let us run
with patience the race that is set before
us.” “ Let patience have her perfect
work.”
These Scriptures, if heeded,
will direct us “ into the patient waiting
for Christ.” He testified to the Revelator, “ Surely I come quickly.” May
we be able to answer, with John, “ Even
so, come, Lord Jesu s.”
Stevensville, Ont.
W. I. T.

DUTY
“ Let us hear the conclusion o f the whole
m atter: F e ar God, keep H is commandments:
fo r this is the whole duty o f man. ’ ’ Eccles.
12:

13.

Man was created a responsible being.
He was endowed with faculties of mind
to make him sensible of his relation to
his Creator that he owed Him reverence
and obedience, which the inspired writer
defines as duty. He was placed in the
beautiful Garden of Eden, which com
prised everything to make him happy.
He was to dress and keep the Garden
and enjoy it to its fullness; but with one
prohibition: “ Of every tree of the gar
den thou mayest freely e at; but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of i t : for in the day
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” Gen. 2 : 16 -17 .
Through the subtlety of the enemy of
God, Satan, they were induced to par
take of this forbidden fruit. Their eyes
were opened, their conscience was awak
ened and they at once realized that they
were not dutiful to their Creator. Thev
transgressed and fell under condemna
tion, which led to much remorse and
sorrow. They died a spiritual death, as
God had told them; they lost the sweet
communion and fellowship with God—
all through disobedience and neglect of
duty. They were driven out of the Gar
den, and the way was closed to the Tree
of Life by “ a flaming sword which
turned every w ay.” A curse was pro
nounced upon them.
God. however, loved His creature and
consoled them in the promise of a Re
deemer, the seed of the woman which
would bruise the head of the serpent.
Accepting this promise by faith and
hope they looked for its early fulfilment;
for in the birth of Cain, their first born,
Eve rejoiced and said: “ I have gotten a
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man from the Lord.” They were sadly
disappointed for Cain became the mur
derer of his brother Abel.
Thus we behold the train of evil which
followed disobedience or the neglect of
duty. Cain was wroth with his brother
because his sacrifice, a lamb, was ac
cepted, and his own sacrifice of the
fruits of the eartli was rejected. The
Lord said unto him “ Why art thou
wroth? and why is thy countenance
fallen? I f thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not
well, sin lieth at the door, and unto thee
shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule
over him.” Gen. 4 : 6-7. Had Cain
given heed to this admonition, he would
not have slain his brother; through this
act he became a vagabond on the face of
the earth.
We have an example of dutifulness in
Noah: When wickedness prevailed and
corruption filled the earth, the Lord com
manded him to build an ark for the
saving of himself and wife, his three
sons and their wives, and of all creatures
in pairs, to replenish the earth after the
deluge. Here a duty devolved upon
Noah which he carried out according to
the plan given him and, because he
obeyed, he was found righteous in the
sight of God. Thus we have the testi
mony from generation to generation
that obedience was fulfilment of duty.
Abraham was called the father of the
faithful. He believed God, and obeyed
when he was told to get out from the
land of his nativity, and from his
father’s house; and when he was com
manded to offer his son Isaac, he hesi
tated not, but was obedient through a
sense of duty and because he loved God.
We are impressed that obedience is love
in action; many examples of blessings
bestowed upon those who faithfully dis
charged their duties could be found.
Moses was faithful in the discharge
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of his duties: when he was called to
deliver Israel from the bondage of
Egypt he felt he was unworthy on ac
count of his being slow of tongue, but
God told him He would be with him ; he
obeyed and became a deliverer, and led
them through the Red Sea, and in the
wilderness to .Mount Sinai where they
received the law. That law taught them
obedience as a duty. They had the
promise that if they wTould obey, God
would bless them in their going out and
in their coming in ; and in their store
houses, and in all they set their hands
unto.
Thus time went on until the fulfilment
of prophecy when the promised Re
deemer should come into the world to
reveal the complete will of our Heavenly
Father, and establish His Church as a
fold of safety for His followers. He
gave instructions for the preservation of
His Church; how to promote and retain
unity, purity and fellowship. St. Matt.
18 : 15 -17 . There are, therefore, impor
tant duties to be observed by each mem
ber of the Church, which, if faithfully
performed, it will be a glorious Church,
“ not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing, . . . holy and without blemish.”
Eph. 5 : 27.
Jesus said, “ If ye love me keep my
commandments.” Obedience is the evi
dence of love dwelling in the heart.
Love is the greatest of all the virtues,
and must not be confused with natural
love and affection, for the love of God
in the soul is far deeper and is eternal.
Some say, “ Once in grace, always in
grace.” But we cannot reconcile this
view with God’s word, for in it we are
admonished to “ watch and pray lest we
enter into temptation.” B y the neglect
of duty and by yielding to our evil
nature we are in danger of falling from
grace. Our adversary, the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about seeking
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whom he may devour. We are admon
ished to resist him steadfast in the faith.
May we ever give heed to the counsel
of the wise man, “ Fear God and keep
his commandments.”
It is a sober
question, “ Are we fulfilling our whole
d u ty?”
New Hamburg, Ont.
A. II.
COMMUNION
In sweet remembrance, Lord, this day
To Thee in unison we pray.
The symbols shown o f bread and wine,
Im press us with Thy love Divine.
This sweet memorial help us bring
With heart and soul Thy praise to sing.
This feast o f love, we pray Thee, bless,
While we Thy H oly Name confess.
A strong appeal in this we see,
“ Do this in memory o f M e .”
With inspiration help us say
We have communed with Thee today.
Waynesboro, P a.

A. S. F .

S E E K A N D Y E S H A L L F IN D
We read in St. Luke that Jesus was
praying and when He ceased one of His
disciples said, “ Lord, teach us to p ray.”
He then gave them the beautiful words
of supplication and emphasized the need
of being earnest in their petition for
help. Prayer should not be a mere form
but a longing of the soul. Jesus then
spoke of a man who was in need of help
and went in the night to his neighbor
and asked for bread. He, not wishing
to be disturbed refused to hear him, but
because of the man’s importunity, the
neighbor arose and gave him what he
desired.
Our Savior then added these words of
encouragement to all who feel the need
of spiritual help, “ Ask and it shall be
given unto you, seek and ye shall find,
knock and it shall be opened unto you.”
Asking is indicative of a want; by seek
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ing we show a loss; and knocking is sug
gestive of earnestness and perseverance,
and by continuing to knock we show our
importunity.
In the Sermon on the Mount the
Beatitudes are beautiful and impressive.
Blessings are abundantly bestowed upon
the needy, helpless and poor in spirit.
A sense of need makes us poor in spirit
and a sense of want comes before spir
itual blessings. Being blessed means
more than being happy. Happiness may
measurably come from earthly things,
but blessedness comes from God. Real
izing that we are unable of ourselves to
do anything of merit, we are led to the
only source of help. When we truly
feel the need of pardoning grace our sins
become exceedingly sinful, and we be
come importunate in seeking aid. Our
need is urgent and we knock imploringly
that the door of mercy may be opened.
He that is not importunate for the sal
vation of his soul does not feel the need
of being saved. Favors are naturally
prized in proportion to the realization
we have of our need.
Our Savior’s admonition is, “ Strive
to enter in at the strait gate, for many
I say unto you will seek to enter in and
shall not be able.” The seekers to whom
the Savior here refers are probably such
who have a wish or desire to be saved
but do not become earnest in striving,
they get no farther. We must strive to
be humble and submissive that we may
be fitted to receive the offered grace and
mercy. Christ said when once the mas
ter of the house is risen up and hath
shut the door, our opportunity is past.
He did not hear those who were without
and who claimed entrance. The door
stands open as long as life remains, but
is closed by death. When we feel a need
Ave should not fail or delay to apply for
help to the only source from which we
may obtain relief. No one will plead in
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vain. The assurance is given in these
words, “ ye shall find.” There is no
doubtful promise, the door shall be
opened. The L ord ’s ear is open to the
faintest cry for help “ He that cometh
unto me I will in no wise cast out.”
The Lord wills not the death of the sin
ner but would that all might come and
be saved. But man is left a free agent
and must give evidence of a willingness
to be saved.
We do not need to be prompted as to
what we should ask, for the heart knows
its own need. The Lord is nigh unto
all who call upon Him and ask for
mercy. “ Whosoever will be my disciple
let him take up his cross and follow
me.” Faith is necessary to accept His
word and follow in His steps. His
promises are precious. “ I will be mer
ciful unto their transgressions and their
sins and iniquities I will remember no
more.” The prophet says, “ Seek ye the
Lord while he may be found, call ye
upon him while He is n ear; let the
wicked forsake his ways and the un
righteous man his thoughts and let him
return unto the Lord and he will have
mercy upon him and to our God for he
will abundantly pardon.”
Isaiah 55:
6, 7.
Hagerstown,Md.
E. V. L.

S P I R I T U A L F R U IT
“ B u t the fru it o f the Sp irit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith , meekness, temperance: against such there
is no la w .”
Gal. 5 : 2 2-23.

When we are in possession of the
Divine Spirit we will bear spiritual
fruits and will be purged that we may
bring forth more fruit, resulting in love
for fellow believers in Christ Jesus and
for every soul, bringing joy and peace
and rest of soul. We will endeavor to
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be longsuffering and forbearing; patient
in the many trials that we experience in
this life; gentle in putting forth every
effort to do good unto all men.
We will desire to possess an uncon
querable faitli in our Creator, believing
that God is ever near. We realize that
in our time there is great need of a
strong faith, first in God, because every
thing is possible with Him, as John the
Baptist said, “ God is able of these stones
to raise up children unto Abraham.”
We have an example of Abraham’s
faith when he was commanded to give up
his son Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham
could have reasoned that God was break
ing his promise because He had said
that through his seed the nations shall
be blessed, and now lie was told to slay
him. Abraham had faith in God and
obeyed Him without hesitation which
should impress us that we ought not
criticize or find fault with God’s plan
of salvation as it is given us through
His Son.
God has given His promise to His
Church, and will provide faithful labor
ers to guide its destiny. He will care
for His own and will guard them from
the snares of the enemy even unto the
end of the world. Should we not have
faith in God and those that He provides
to lead us? I f we doubt their ability
and lack faith, we are opening a door
wide for the enemy to enter and cause
much sorrow and trouble.
Although the number will be small,
as we have the example in the time of
the flood wiien only Noah and his family
were saved and in the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah when only Lot, his wife
and two daughters escaped, let us be
faithful to the vow we have made before
God and man, and the Spirit will guide
use safely through every trial to final
victory.
Whitehouse, Ohio.
II. B.
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U SE W ITH O U T A B U SE

It is profitable to inquire into the rela
tion of things which are seen, to things
eternal (which are not seen). B y nature
we are inclined to seek the things which
we see, to the exclusion of those things
we cannot see except through faith in
God. Consequently anything that en
courages or over-accentuates our mate
rial view-point is dangerous and may be
come a spiritual handicap.
The use we make of our material pos
sessions has great bearing on us spir
itually ; for the misuse or abuse of them
may lead to disaster. Money is closely
linked with so many temporal things,
and inasmuch as “ the love of money is
the root of all evil,” thought will be
given principally to its legitimate use.
To ignore money because of its mate
rialistic association when it is necessary
to our economic existence would be a
mistake. When contrasted with things
eternal, all temporal things are insignifi
cant and empty; when they overshadow
our spiritual life they become a positive
evil.
It is neither practical nor possible to
offer a code applicable to all people for
the management of their temporal af
fairs. The Apostle, Paul, said “ Let
your moderation be known unto . all
men.” It is a privilege to be able to
utilize our talents, being mindful, how
ever, that all our blessings come from
God, and that we are stewards of His
gifts.
Thrift has a good influence on one’s
character. Unless incapacitated, it is a
duty incumbent upon all to support our
dependents and ourselves. The follow
ing is helpful: “ I went by the field of
the slothful, and by the vineyard of the
man void of understanding; and lo, it
was all grown over with thorns, and
nettles had covered the face thereof, and
the stone wall thereof was broken down.
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Then I saw, and considered it w ell: I
looked Upon it and received instruc
tions.”
Proverbs, 24: 30-32.
Yet
Christ cautions us not to be unduly con
cerned about the cares of this world.
“ Take therefore no thought for the mor
row.” I f we seek first God’s Kingdom;
if we learn first how He would have us
live, there will be little need for anxiety
as to the morrow.
The spendthrift fails to save when he
has the opportunity; he is unwilling to
sacrifice any part of the present for the
benefit of the fu tu re; though he expects
to be helped when disaster overtakes
him : rather we should dread to become a
burden upon others.
Recently we have passed through
years of unusual material prosperity;
yet statistics show that the majority of
people have spent all their earnings;
and even worse, that many are in debt,
having obligated future earnings. The
necessities of life and reasonable com
forts are not excessively costly; extrava
gance and unwillingness to do without
many of the unnecessary things have
contributed largely to the present eco
nomic distress.
In borrowing money, even for legiti
mate purposes, there is danger. We
should not endeavor to borrow unless we
are able to give a safe margin of secur
ity. Let us expect to give value for
value. The decline of home ownership
is so marked in our day that one hesi
tates in any way to discourage it; but
in spite of this, it would not be advisable
to purchase even a home unless the pur
chaser is able to give the lender adequate
security.
Exceptions may be made
where the lender is willing to assume
part of the risk with the borrower be
cause of mutual benefits, especially in
business and in the development of farm
land.
The question is asked, has there been
a decline of faith in a future life? If

1931]

GOOD TID INGS

so, to what extent is that responsible for
the eager pursuit of sudden wealth,
shameless luxury and display, corrupt
ing extravagance, indifference to laws,
and social unrest ? Whatever may be
man’s personal beliefs, there are few
indeed who would not prefer to do busi
ness with the person who really believes
in life beyond the grave. Such a person
is not indifferent to the rewards which
come in this world, to industry, endeavor
and opportunity; but what do these
amount to in contrast to a man who
believes he is to enjoy the sublime privi
leges of eternity?
When a man is guided by the Chris
tian spirit he will not knowingly yield
to extravagance; “ . . . but rather let
him labor . . . that he may have to give
to him that needeth. . . . ” Eph. 4—28.
Why should any one be wasteful when
there are so many avenues for construc
tive charity? There is little danger in
giving too freely but our almsgiving
must be with discretion.
“ As ye would that men should do to
you, do ye also to them likewise.” Luke
6-31. This is indescribably beautiful
and will solve many of our complex
problems if we are willing to live it.
Lancaster, Pa.
M. H. B.

B R IE F NOTES
When we pray “ Give us this day our
daily bread” it is not just food or the
one kind of food mentioned of which we
think. It is also a prayer for sustenance
so necessary to the spiritual life. There
may be many in this wide world who
are actually hungry and in their prayers
think of natural food but it is not the
case with most of us. Our tables may be
too well laden and food come too easily.
It is different with the bread of life
or the soul’s nourishment. We often go
hungry because of blindness to or igno
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rance of God’s will for us and the free
grace of the Holy Spirit. “ They that
hunger and thirst after righteousness
shall be filled.”
*

*

*

*

“ Be content with such things as ye
have” is good advice for all. Content
ment is not easy of attainment and how
often those who have much are as un
happy as the poor. In these days of
unemployment and business depression
there is much suffering and inconve
nience, but it is probable that in a great
many cases the actual hunger and need
are not as painful as the inability to
dress well and keep up appearances.
How few there are who having food and
raiment are content. B y nature we want
not only the necessities of life but the
luxuries as well.
The Christian, to be true to name
should always remember it is “ godliness
with contentment” that is “ great gain”
and it would benefit all mankind to learn
well the same lesson.
#

#

#

*

The Apostle James tells us that we
count them happy which endure, and
points to Job as an example of patience
rewarded. In this life we have many
things to endure. In a natural sense we
often meet things that test our strength
and try our courage. When we try as
we should to keep the spiritual life first,
we accept the fact that we will be subject
to many trials in the flesh. The ideals
of the Christ life call for denials that
may appear difficult and sometimes per
plexing. We must turn to God for
enlightenment and seek to put on His
armor against opposing influences and
ever strive to “ endure as good soldiers”
whatever comes, be it standing against
temptation or coming out boldly in
confession of the principles of true
righteousness. We can be victors only
through His Spirit. When we keep in
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close communion with God our happi
ness far exceeds earthly satisfactions.
*

*

*

#

The prophet Jeremiah wrote, “ Come
let us join ourselves to the Lord in per
petual covenant. ’ ’ We cannot forget the
times we feel we have been joined to the
Lord. Outstanding moments they were
when we have felt Ilis Spirit in us and
around us. The feeling of security and
gratitude can best be described as “ the
peace that passeth understanding.”
But with us this joy is not continuous.
We also have seasons of trial when the
way looks long and the clouds hang
heavy. We become discouraged and for
get that our great need is to better “ join
ourselves” to His forces for the banish
ment of evil from our hearts. No doubt
we are allowed these times of gloom to
test our faith, to see if we are trusting
in our own strength or the strength of
the Lord.
*
*
#
#
William Lyon Phelps said recently
that while it is a fine thing to have a
good memory and a well stored mind it
is also a blessing to be able to forget.
Not to be able to forget is sometimes
tragic. He referred to forgetting the
good we do and the evil we receive. To
have peace of mind it is essential to for
get misfortunes, injuries and the many
small annoyances of life. Forgetfulness
is often the mother of peace.
The apostle Paul also recommended
forgetting the things that are behind
and pressing forward to the goal of our
high calling in Christ. When w7e come
to Him in faith we should believe His
atonement blots out our former sins and
there will be grace for our daily failings,
so we can forget the past and go for
ward in hope.
There is truth and comfort in this
thought of forgetting the past but there
are many good things which come to us

in life that we should try to remember,
and especially should we remember
God’s goodness to us as a help in loving
and serving Him.
*

*

*

#

Self-knowledge and our own finiteness
should help to make us humble and fit
us to receive the workings of God's grace
in our hearts.
Our blessings should teach us grati
tude as well as a willingness to accept
the services of our blessed Savior. If
we encourage Christian graces we shall
be able to endure anything God permits
to come into our lives and what is more
we shall endure everything without mur
muring.
We often feel destitute, as though we
have nothing; but when we see the
storms of anxiety and sorrow break over
others who do not look to God for a
refuge, we more fully appreciate the in
dwelling Spirit that teaches us submis
sion. In our troubles, God is indeed like
the “ shadow’ of a great rock in a weary
land.” We calm and quiet ourselves in
the spirit of the perfect prayer Jesus
taught that begins so trustfully “ Our
Father.”

T H E L E S S O N O F RUIN
AND W A ST E
Many of man’s works come to speedy
ruin and waste; in all his material
works there is no permanence. He in
vents and .constructs wonderful ma
chines and devices to promote the con
venience, comfort and happiness of
mankind. They serve their purpose but
by continued use, and the corroding
effects of the elements, they wear out
and finally decay. This is impressed
upon our minds when we view the socalled auto graveyards. Here we behold
a motley collection, an unsightly pile,
all the beauty of fresh paint, shining
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nickl'e, and lustrous varnish, marred, thing that will enable him to fulfil the
scratched, weatherbeaten, dulled, rust- purpose of his being, and in so doing
covered— these once useful, valuable and honor and glorify God, his Creator?
beautiful machines.
The answer to this question comes
Wreck and ruin—many of them costly alone from God, the Creator of heaven
and luxurious machines, afford an im and the earth and the things that are
pressive lesson of the vanity of tem contained therein, and He has said in
poral possessions and their instability. His word: “ God so loved the world, that
Though these machines may have con he gave his only begotten Son that who
tributed much enjoyment and conve soever believeth on him should not per
nience to life they are now discarded as ish, but have everlasting life.” John
waste. Though^some of the parts might 3 : 16. Again, He that hath the Son hath
again be put to use, yet to the owners life, and he that hath not the Son of
the loss and waste is irretrievable. God hath not life.” 1 John 5 : 12.
Though this ruin and waste is often
This promise of God is to man as a
serious and oppressive, it is only tem refining and purifying fire ; it is the
poral, and therefore trivial, compared changing, regenerating influence operat
with the moral waste in the soul—the ing in the heart, mind and soul of man,
result of the fall of man. This waste if which brings about a change therein,
not averted will determine the eternal “ Then they that feared the Lord spake
destiny of the soul.
often one to another; and the Lord
Man has been endowed with wonder harkened, and heard it, and a book of
ful capabilities, bodily, mentally and remembrance was written before Him
spiritually; these are the talents allotted for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name. And they shall
unto him by God.
As man passes along the pathway of be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that
life these endowments become weakened, day when I make up my jewels; and I
perverted, broken down or destroyed will spare them, as a man spareth his
through unwillingness to accept Christ, own son that serveth him. Then shall
and man is unable to do the things that ye return and discern between the
God intended him to do. So sooner or righteous and the wicked, between him
later, the king and the serf, the presi that serveth God and him that serveth
dent and the humble citizen, the very him not. For, behold, the day cometh,
rich and the very poor, the brilliant man that shall burn as an oven; and all the
and the illiterate, the infidel and the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
worshiper of the god of this world re shall be stubble: and the day that com
main as waste in their relation to God. eth shall burn them up, saith the Lord
Is there no use for this human waste ? of hosts, that it shall leave them neither
Is it to lie, mouldering, decaying under root nor branch. But unto you that fear
the burden of sin? Has man fulfilled my name shall the Sun of Righteousness
the whole design of his Creator when arise with healing in his wings; and ye
he continues in this forlorn condition ? shall go forth, and grow up as calves of
Is there then an unction or urge to the stall. And ye shall tread down the
cause man to strive for something which wicked; for they shall be ashes under
will bring a reward, a blessing, some the soles of your feet in the day that I
thing which he can attain, something shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.
that he will never regret doing and some Remember ye the law of Moses my ser
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vant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes
and judgments. Behold, I will send you
E lijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the L o rd :
And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of
the children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse.” Mai.
3 : 16, 18 ; 4: 1, 6.
B y yielding to the grace of God there
may be wrought that which the Apostle
Paul wrote of to the Ephesians, “ And
you hath he quickened, who were dead
in trespasses and sins; wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience:
Among whom also we had our conversa
tion in times past in the lusts of our
flesh fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the m ind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. But
God, who is rich in mercy, for the great
love wherewith he loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ ; (by grace ye are
saved;) and hath raised us up together
and made us to sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages
to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness to
ward us, through Jesus Christ.” Eph.
2 : 1 , 7.
How beautiful the way of God to
transform man from sinful waste,
worthy of destruction, into material
fitted to build upon the “ foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner-stone; in
whom all the building fitly framed to
gether, groweth into a holy temple, in
the L o rd : in whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.” Eph. 2 : 20, 22.
Glen Elder, Kan.
E. F . S.
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In the Biblical account of creation we
read, that “ In the beginning, the earth
was without form and void, and dark
ness was upon the face of the deep.”
Even the most vivid imagination cannot
picture this very beginning of matter.
Blackness and darkness everywhere,
and none but God to know it. We read
further, “ The spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.” His first
step was to create light. The account
is very simple, yet it is grand and won
derful beyond our comprehension:
“ And God said, ‘ Let there be light and
there was light.’ ” Light was of the
first importance in the mind of the
Creator, because He was making this
earth for man, whose plan and pattern
were already in His mind.
The first chapter of Genesis is of
great interest whether the creative days
mentioned were days such as we have,
or whether each day was a thousand or
thousands of years, it is not necessary
that we should know. But we do know
that light was and still is of the first
importance to life. God set the sun in
the firmament to rule by day as the
visible source of light and heat and
ordained its life-giving power to be a
necessity for the development and
maintenance of healthful life, both veg
etable and animal. God set the moon
and stars in their places to rule by
night.
There are those who doubt the exist
ence of God, and others who question
His power. Such should read the 38th
chapter of Job, where the Lord an
swered Job out of the whirlwind. God
said, “ Where is the way where light
dwelleth, and as for darkness, where is
the place thereof?” “ Canst thou bind
the sweet influences of the Pleiades, or
loose the bands of Orion?”
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Solomon, in Eccles 1 1 , says, “ Truly
the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing
it is for the eyes to behold the sun.”
Although this was written nearly 3000
years ago, it still holds good. I think
there are few readers of G ood T i d i n g s
who will not agree with Solomon in this
sentiment. A fter a week, or even after
a few days of rain how glad we are to
see the sun again. I speak of those who
are blessed with the sense of sight. The
blind, alas, cannot see the light of the
sun! But they, like those who see, can
feel its cheer and can rejoice in it.
Those who observe plants can see how
they seek the light. From the darkest
and most obscure places they stretch
out and grow until they reach daylight.
Each tiny seed, hidden in the moist
earth, when it feels the influence of the
sun ’s light and heat, springs into life.
It puts forth its roots, leaves and
flowers, and seeks to mature its fruit.
This is a miracle of creation, repeated
each year for the instruction of man.
People as well as plants need sunlight
for health.
I f light is so necessary to our natural
life, we are persuaded that light is even
more necessary to our spiritual life, for
spirit is higher than matter. Where
shall wTe look for light here? We look
to the wTord of God, which we believe to
be true. There we read, “ God is light,
and in Him is no darkness at a ll.” 1
John 1 : 5.
The spark of Divinity in the immor
tal soul, that is in each human being,
naturally longs to get into communica
tion with God, the great Light from
whence it came. How is this done? B y
prayer and faith. We cannot see God,
but wre believe that He is. We see His
works all about us, we feel His presence
within us. B y faith we believe that
“ He is a rewarder of them that dili
gently seek Him .” As plants need nat
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ural sun, and ever turn towards it, so
we, poor victims of inherited sin and of
inherited tendency to sin and darkness,
need God, and our hearts yearn after
Him. Christ, the Son of God, to whom
the prophet Malachi refers as the Sun
of righteousness, can be compared to
our natural sun. He is the source of
all spiritual life and light. He is our
Mediator or the means through which
we can approach God. For He through
God’s mercy, and by His own perfect
obedience, atoned for the sin of our first
parents, (Adam and E ve), and thus
satisfied Divine demands and appeased
God’s wrath for having been so greatly
disappointed in His creature, intelligent
man, whom He had made in His own
image.
Christ, our dear Savior, when He was
here on earth said, “ I am the light of
the world. He that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life.” St. John 8 : 12. What
a comforting promise! But He found
“ men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil.” What
a sorrow' to Him!
To those who welcomed His light, He
said, “ Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly
in heart, and ye shall find rest unto
your souls, for my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.” Matt. 1 1 : 29, 30. A
yoke is for two. Why is Christ’s yoke
easy for His followers? Because He is
on the other side. Is this not a beauti
ful thought? We do not feel worthy of
it. But we need Him so much—we can
not do without Him. To have Christ,
the friend of sinners, and the light of
the world in the yoke with us is un
speakable honor and comfort.
When we open our hearts to God, for
He knocks at the door of every heart,
He enters and His light, as a search
light, shows what is within. All the
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evil tendencies of human nature are
there, and the enemy of all good and
liis snares. But, depressing as is this
revelation, there comes with it hope.
For we read in the word, “ I f God be
for us, who can be against u s?” His
light and power strengthen those who
put their trust in Him, and enable
them, by His help, to overcome in the
conflict with sin in the flesh. We have
constant need of God’s help. So we
have constant need of prayer, which is
our means of asking His help. Believ
ers should radiate the sunshine of
faith, which is child-like trust.
To walk by faith, and not by sight, is
light in darkness and comfort in dis
tress. God’s children may not escape
the ordinary trials, troubles and sor
rows of this life, but they find a joy, or
at least a comfort in them, for they see
in them the loving care of their loved
Heavenly Father. He withholds what
is not good for them; he removes from
them what is dangerous to the well
being of the soul. He tests their faith
to prove their sincerity all for their
good. With God’s light in their hearts
they have hope of learning the truth.
Their inner eyes and comprehension
may, according to His good pleasure, be
opened to a vast field of “ the wisdom
that cometh from above.” This is far
different from worldly wisdom, and
much more greatly to be desired. “ The
wisdom that is from above (revealed by
Divine light) is first pure, then peace
able, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits; without
partiality and without hypocrisy.”
James 3 : 17.
0 let us, then, love light; let us love
God, the true light, and His son Jesus
Christ, the light of the world, who alone
has power to overcome Satan and his
workings in the human heart.
Lancaster, Pa.
L. L. F.
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B LIN D N ESS AND SP IR ITU A L
SIG H T
‘ ‘ B u t th e n a tu ra l m an receiveth n o t the
th in g s of the S p irit of G od: fo r they a re fool
ishness u nto him : n e ith e r c an he know them ,
because th ey a re sp iritu a lly discerned. ’ ’ 1 Cor.
2 : 14.

When Jesus spoke unto the multi
tudes the Parable of the Sower, the
disciples questioned Him: “ Why speakest Thou unto them in parables?” He
answered them, “ Unto you it is given
to know the mysteries of the Kingdom
of God: but unto them that are Avitliout, all these things are done in para
bles.” Mark 4: 1 1 . “ Without contro
versy, the Apostle says, “ Great is the
mystery of Godliness.” As a deep
mystery it appeared unto the .Jcays
Avhen Jesus had restored the sight of the
blind man. He ansAvered them: “ Why
herein is a marvelous thing, that ye
know not from Avlience He is, and yet
He hath opened mine eyes. ”
John
9 :3 0 .
G od’s AA’ord teaches th at all account
able hum an beings are blind according
to n atu re as regards sp iritu al tru th or
sight.
This condition Avas brought
about by sin entering into the Avorld
through the transgression. Therefore,
the n atu ra l m an cannot see the things
and purposes of God; he is blind to
spiritual blessings, and cannot compre
hend the Scriptures, or the things that
God Avould have him see. Such persons.
hoAvever, by doing good moral Avorks
may be deceh'ed by a self-righteous
spirit to think they do see, and in this
delusion m ay seek to teach and lead
others. The Pharisees thought they
saAV AA'hen they asked Christ, “ Are AAe
blind also?” H e ansAvered, “ I f ye Avere
blind ye should have no s in : but iioa at ye
say Ave see; therefore your sin remaine th .” John 9: 40, 41. These blind
teachers Avere seA'erely censured by
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Christ. He said, “ They be blind lead
ers of the blind: and if the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch.” Matt. 1 5 : 14. God’s condem
nation is severe upon those who offer
blindness instead of spiritual sight.
The popular belief today is that there
are many ways w’hich lead unto eternal
life ; but the conclusive testimony of the
Bible is that there is only one way.
The Lord Jesus declared, “ I am the
W’ay, the truth and the life : no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me.”
John 14 : 6. Not many are willing to
deny themselves and accept this way.
“ For wide is the gate, and broad is the
wray, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat.”
“ Because strait is the gate and narrow
is the way, that leadeth unto life, and
fewr there be that find it.” Matt. 7 : 13,
14. The proverb, “ There is none so
blind as those who will not see” is
familiar. The Savior said, “ And this
is the condemnation, that light has
come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light, neither com
eth to the light, lest his deeds should be
reproved.” John 3 : 19, 20. They will
not accept Christ who is “ the true
Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the w'orld. ”
The natural man says, “ I will not
believe until I see,” but God’s message
is, “ You cannot see except you fepent
and believe in the Lord Jesu s.” You
must believe that God is, and that “ He
is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him .”
We must be willing to
bear the cross, for Jesus said. “ He that
taketh not his cross, and followeth after
Me, is not worthy of Me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that
loseth his life for My sake, shall find
it.” Matt. 10 : 38, 39. We must hum

ble ourselves as a little child if we
would enter and remain in Christ’s
Kingdom. To all such, the words of the
Lord Jesus are written, “ Blessed are
your eyes for they see.”
Stevensville, Ont.
R. S. B .,

GOD’S H A N D IW O R K
“ The heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament shew7eth His
handywork. Day unto day uttereth
speech, and night unto night sheweth
knowledge. There is no speech nor lan
guage, where their voice is not heard.”
Psalm 19 : 1-3 .
These w'ords often come to my mind
as a most impressive and beautiful
statement of the truth that there is a
Living God, who has created all these
glorious wTorks according to His owrn
will and infinite wisdom.
I f we reflect on the perfect order of
the whole creation, that from the begin
ning until the present time, the sun,
moon, and all the other heavenly bodies
continue to move in their fixed order,
causing day and night and the different
seasons, we can say with confidence that
there is an Almighty, All-wise, A ll
knowing God without beginning or end
of days.
When we behold the oceans, rivers,
mountains, valleys and plains with all
the living creatures; and the rain, dew,
sunshine, and the fruits of the earth
which sustain the life of man as well as
of all His creatures, wTe cannot help but
marvel at the Power by which they
were made and by which they are sup
ported, and can say with assurance that
He, who made \is, is also able to keep
us. Truly, “ day unto day uttereth
speech and night unto night sheweth
knowledge. ’ ’
Should we not pause in our busy
lives, and think of the beauty of all
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growing things: first the blade, then the
bud, then the blossom followed by the
fruit or grain? Oh! what wondrous
beauties we see on every side when trav
eling through the country: the moun
tains covered with trees with all their
various foliage, the valleys below with
their streams, the green hillsides, the
harvest fields, all praising their Maker
in silence. Wherever we go, from the
east to the west, and from the north to
the south, the whole creation proclaims
the glory of God. “ There is no speech
nor language, where their voice is not
heard.”
Lastly, when we contemplate how
fearfully and wonderfully man is made
—his wisdom, his reasoning power and
his great creative and inventive ability,
which are all gifts of God, we can truly
say, “ Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.”
Man, who is enabled to do so many
wonderful things by the talents granted
him by God. is inclined to take credit
and honor to himself and to forget his
indebtedness to his Creator. In the
beginning, God created man in His own
image, but through disobedience, he fell
from that divine condition. According
to nature, he now wanders away from
God, preferring darkness to light, but
God, in His great love and forbearance,
seeks to recall him. and to show him the
error of his way. Our merciful heav
enly Father desires all mankind to
again return to that blessed relationship
with Him, and to live to His honor and
praise.
When we view the passing of time,
how one generation succeeds another,
let us remember the precepts given to
the children of Israel, “ and thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy chil
dren. and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest
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down, and w'hen thou risest u p ” for “ I
am the Lord thy God, which brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage. ’ ’ Deuteronomy 6 : 75 : 6.

May we be on our guard, lest we for
get what the Lord has done for us and
our duty in return.
Elmira, Ohio.
A. R.

DO W E H E A R T H E V O IC E
O F T H E LO R D ?
We are so constituted that we have
both a natural and a spiritual percep
tion of voices, and thus recognize their
source. We naturally recognize a voice,
when we become aware of the fact that
someone is speaking to us, and through
association with our friends, we have
learned to know the tone, or particular
inflection of the voice of each one. We
spiritually recognize a voice when we
know whether it is the voice of God
speaking to us, or the-voice of the temp
ter. When Samuel was called three
times with an articulate voice, he re
plied in the same manner, not knowing
as yet how to distinguish the voice of
God. The high priest E li then per
ceived that it was the Lord who spoke
to the child. A fter we have learned to
know God through faith in His loving
kindness and mercy, we recognize His
voice speaking to us when we are re
minded of the way we should go in
order to serve Him.
In the Scriptures, hearing the voice
of the Lord implies obedience. When
the children of Israel had gone three
days into the wilderness of Shur and
had found no water, they came to the
waters of Marah. But they could not
drink them because they were bitter.
A t the command of the Lord. Moses
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cast a tree into the waters to make them
sweet. At that time the Lord promised
that they would be protected from dis
ease, if they would hearken to His voice
and do that which was right in His
sight, and give ear to His command
ments, and keep all His statutes. When
Saul did not altogether destroy the
Amalekites as the Lord commanded, the
prophet Samuel asked him, “ Hath the
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of
the L ord ?” Our Saviour said that the
sheep hear the voice of their shepherd
and they follow him, for they know his
voice. “ And a stranger will they not
follow, but will flee from him : for they
know not the voice of strangers.”
I f we listen to the voice of strangers,
we may be deceived. They may use
artifice to draw us away from faith in
Christ. It is even possible for us to
assume the voice of the deceiver if we
are not watchful. When Isaac wished
to bless his eldest son Esau, before his
death, he asked him to prepare some
venison for him. But Jacob obtained
the blessing through deceit, at the sug
gestion of his mother. A way was
found to overcome physical differences,
as there alwrays is a way to overcome
difficulties encountered in the path of
our desire, if we are determined to have
our own. way, and to ignore the rights
and wishes of others. When “ Jacob
went near unto Isaac his father; he felt
him, and said, ‘ The voice is Jaco b ’s
voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau .’ ”
The possibility that the very elect
may be deceived is a warning for us to
heed the voice of the Lord.
The
Psalmist declared, ‘ ‘ Today if ye will hear
his voice, ‘ Harden not your heart.’ ”
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It is only when we hear and obey the
voice of the Lord that our Saviour’s
blessing can rest upon us, “ Peace 1
leave with you, my peace I give unto
yo u : not as the world giveth, give I
unto you.”
When His peace rests upon us, then
the assurance of faith is ours. How
calming to our spirits to recognize the
voice of the Lord in the blessing we
obtain! When Mary Magdalene came
to the sepulchre where the body of
Jesus had lain, she wept because the
body was not there. She did not recog
nize Jesus when He inquired why she
was weeping until He called her by
name, “ M ary.” No doubt a peculiar
inflection of the voice arrested her at
tention for “ she turned herself, and
saith unto him, ‘ Rabboni;’ which is to
say, Master.” She recognized her Lord,
and the assurance of her faith brought
peace. So it is necessary that we be
aroused from our apathy in dwelling
too much upon the past, and be made to
recognize the blessings, and also duties
of the present. When Mary Magdalene
recognized Jesus as the Lord, she was
only too glad to honor Him with the
title of “ Master.” So when Jesus
stands at the door of our heart and
knocks, wTe will hear His voice and open
the door, permitting Him to enter, and
in the w7ords of the Psalmist, we too
will desire that we may publish with
the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all
His wondrous works.
Waynesboro, Penna.
B. F. M.
IS T H E R E O N E T R U E CH URCH?
The people who worshipped God were
always a separate and a peculiar people.
In Genesis 6 : 2 there is a distinction
made between the “ sons of God” and
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“ the daughters of men.” The children
of Israel in E gypt lived in a separate
part of the land, followed their own cus
toms, and though under difficulties wor
shipped God as did their father Abra
ham. A fter Moses led them out of
Egypt, God gave them the ten command
ments, and Moses further warned them
against having dealings with the Gentile
nations. “ For thou art a holy people
unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord
hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people
unto Himself, above all the nations that
are upon the earth.” Deut. 14 : 2.
At the time of Christ’s birth and dur
ing His life the Jew s had no dealings
with the other nations. They did not
understand that the promised Messiah
was sent to save all men, not even when
Christ said, “ Other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold; them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold and one
shepherd.” St. John 10 : 16. He was
speaking here of the Gentiles who later
believed and were united with his fol
lowers in “ one fold.”
'When Christ knew that the time had
come for Him to be offered up as a sac
rifice for the sins of all, He prayed God
for unity among His followers—not only
His disciples but “ for them also which
shall believe on me through their word;
that they all may be one; as thou Father
art in me and I in thee, that they also
may be one in u s; that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.” St.
John 17 : 20-21. He not only prayed for
unity but during His life He instructed
them how to keep unity and peace in the
Church by laboring with the erring ones.
When Peter questioned how often he
should forgive his brother Christ replied,
“ I say not unto thee, Until seven times;
but, Until seventy times seven.”
St.
Matt. 18 : 22. Or, as often as he shall
ask forgiveness.
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The apostle Paul also spoke of the
unity of the Church, comparing the
spiritual body of Christ to the natural
body. “ For as the body is one, and
hath many members, and all the mem
bers of that one body, being many, are
one body; so also is Christ. For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jew s or Gentiles, whether
we be bond or free; and we have been
all made to drink into one Spirit. For
the body is not one member, but many.”
1 Cor. 12 : 12 -14 . He referred also to
the Church as a building in which all
of the members were part of the build
ing. “ Ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the
saints and of the household of God; and
are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him
self being the chief corner stone; in
whom all the building fitly framed to
gether groweth unto a holy temple in
the Lord.” Eph. 2 : 19 -2 1.
In spite of the teachings of the
Apostles there were, as there always
have been, those who did not worship
God as Christ commanded. John writes,
“ ye have heard that antichrist shall
come, even now are there many anti
christs; whereby we know that it is the
last time. They went out from us, but
they were not of u s ; for if they had been
of us, they would no doubt have con
tinued with u s ; but they went out that
they might be made manifest that they
were not all of us.” 1 John 2 : 18-19 .
We understand by this that there were
some who, if they had the Spirit of God,
lost it and were separated from the
Church, as the dead branches are
trimmed from a tree. These may have
instituted a worship and obtained fol
lowers; but since they were dead, spir
itually, and had lost the true light, their
worship could not have been the worship
“ in Spirit and in truth” which Christ
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commanded. It would liave been like
S au l’s desire to sacrifice the spoils of
war instead of utterly destroying them
as God commanded, and so when Samuel
met him returning from battle he re
buked him with these words, “ Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams.” 1 Sam
uel 15 : 22 .
The apostle Paul in his epistle to
Timothy warned him that, “ Perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lov
ers of their own selves . . . , lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God, hav
ing a form of godliness but denying the
power thereof. From such turn aw ay.”
2 Tim. 3 : 1-5 . I f we look about us with
eyes that have been opened by the
“ Spirit of God,” we can see today
many who have a form of godliness—
who “ profess that they know God, but
in works they deny him.” Titus 1 : 16.
It is this form of godliness which con
fuses and misleads many; but Paul
counsels, “ From such turn aw ay.” 2
Tim. 3 : 5.
John says, “ I f there come any unto
you and bring not this doctrine, receive
him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed: For he that biddeth him
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. ’ ’
2 John 1 : 10 - 1 1.
The apostle Paul also made clear the
separation from unfaithful worship:
‘ ‘ Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing.” 2 Cor.
6 : 17. And in 2 Thess. “ withdraw your
selves from every brother that walketh
disorderly. ’ ’
If, as some saj% Christ’s Church con
sists of all the good in all churches how
then, when they are not perfectly united,
can they keep Christ’s plain commands
to separate from evildoers and to pre
serve unity? I f there was no brother
hood why did Paul use the term
“ Brother” or how could he counsel them
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to withdraw from the disorderly
brother ?
Since Christ prayed so earnestly for
unity among His followers; and in
structed them how to preserve it; and
the apostles also enjoined unity and
separation from unfaithful worship, we
believe, “ There is one true, united
Church.”
Chambersburg, Pa.
S. S. R.

OUR C H O IC E O F S E R V I C E
The Gospel teaches that we have our
choice, to serve in the kingdom of
heaven, or in the kingdom of the world—
the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of
Satan. We are all subjects of one or
the other kingdom but we cannot be of
both. All who serve in the kingdom of
heaven have been chosen by Christ out
of the kingdom of the world, where all
have fallen in sin, and become unfitted
and disqualified for the kingdom of God.
It required the offering and sacrifice
of God’s beloved Son, as a ransom for
man’s sin—to pay the debt— and to
enable man to become qualified for the
heavenly kingdom. It also requires our
acceptance of this offering as the price
of our redemption and salvation.
Our service, then, in the heavenly
kingdom is a voluntary service, rendered
in meekness and lowliness of heart, out
of love to God and man. We will then
no longer lean upon the arm of the flesh,
as in the worldly kingdom, but upon the
strong arm of the Lord who is our
refuge and in whom we trust.
We will then be “ no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with
the saints and of the household of God;
and are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone.”
Our building will then be upon the en
during rock and not upon the uncertain
sand—upon a foundation that the waters
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cannot undermine nor the winds over
throw.
It was for such souls that Christ de
signed His Church on earth, as a com
fort and help to one another; where
unity, peace and fellowship are main
tained by obedience to the promptings
of Christ’s Spirit as the ruling power in
their hearts, ever leading them into
obedience and accord with Christ’s
teaching; it is served by the ordinances,
and by the brotherly interest in one
another and by admonitions, as God in
His infinite wisdom designed, and left
His purpose on record in His Word.
Sterling, 111.
C. F. M.

MANNA
During the journey of the children of
Israel from Egypt to Canaan they came
to a wilderness where there was no food
for them to eat.
They murmured
against Moses, sayin g: “ Ye have brought
us forth into this wilderness to kill this
whole assembly with hunger.”
In answer to their complainings, the
Lord sent bread from heaven each
morning so that they would not starve.
It had the appearance of frost or snow
and melted when the sun became hot.
It is said the first time the people saw'
it they said to one another: “ Manhu?
M anhu?” which means in the Hebrew
language, “ What is it ? ” From this
they gave it the name of Manna.
Moses instructed every man to gather
only as much as his family needed each
day. I f they gathered more than was
needed, it did not keep. Howrever, on
the sixth day they were told to gather
enough for two days as the seventh day
was the Sabbath and it was the law' that
no one should work on that day.
They lived on this bread for forty
years until they left the wilderness and
came to a land that was inhabited, where
they could get food.
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Thus we see that God has always taken
care of the physical needs of mankind
as He does to-day. He gives us the food
which is necessary for our temporal wel
fare, but to His own people, to them who
receive His Spirit, He gives that food
which is necessary for their spiritual
welfare.
That food, our Savior said, is the
“ Bread of God which cometh down from
heaven and giveth life to the world.”
In comparing it writh the natural bread
or manna, He said, “ Your fathers did
eat manna in the wilderness and are
dead. This is the bread which cometh
down from heaven, that a man may eat
thereof and not die.”
It is, indeed, a w'onderful promise to
us all. Nevertheless, there are many
who will not accept His gracious offer
of salvation although they are starving
for the living bread which will give life
to the soul and finally rest eternal in
heaven.
Christ is the bread of life. I f we be
lieve on Him we will never hunger or
thirst, but will be given strength to live
each day. We cannot keep it for the
morrowr but must live one day at a time.
One poet expresses it thus:
N o t y e s te rd a y ’s load we a re called on to bear,
N o r the m o rro w ’s u n c ertain a n d shadow y care.
W hy should we look fo rw a rd or back w ith dis
m ay ?
O ur needs as our m ercies are b u t fo r the day.

Lancaster, Pa., R. 4.

M. E. W.

OUR W E A P O N S
Our minds are naturally inclined to be
engaged in thought, and our thoughts
are often carried into deep meditation.
We would desire to be engaged in good
thoughts, but when we are not aware
evil thoughts creep in.
In the spring, after the long, dreary
winter, when everything lay in a dor
mant state, we enjoy seeing the green
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blades springing and the buds develop
ing. Soon the world is adorned in its
splendor.
We see that God is a God of order,
and our minds go out in gratitude to our
Creator.
Our finite minds cannot
fathom His wonderful works. We are
attracted bj’ the sweet songs of the birds,
singing to their Maker, which are en
dowed with instinct to return when the
warmer seasons again arrive.
The animals also leave their winter
habitation and make their appearance.
We think of the many kinds God has
created. Some are of devouring nature,
others are more harmless and weak, and
many are given weapons to defend them
selves. Most of them, when they or their
young are attacked by their enemies, try
to resist. If we watch the dove when she
is attacked she is helpless and offers no
resistance; also the sheep in the field—if
they see anything coming that may harm
them, they flee.
Our thoughts may be brought back to
m an: he is not provided with natural
weapons. Those who are yet in the
kingdom of this world, may think that,
since God has created the animals with
weapons and ways of defense, it is in
order to provide weapons for man,
whereby he may protect his natural body
and possessions.
In older ages his
weapons were the sword and the spear.
Those who have entered into Christ’s
kingdom, possess the nature of the dove,
and Christ often refers to them as sheep.
They also feel the need of protection,
and of defending themselves—not their
natural bodies or possessions, but their
souls against the wiles of Satan that they
may possess the Spirit of Christ, the
fruits of which are “ love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance.”
Gal. 5:
22-23. They experience a warfare to
keep under the evil, which was begotten
in our flesh by our foreparents’ yielding
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to temptation; and the enemy of all good
is still about, tempting us.
The apostle Paul also felt the presence
of sin, and often wrote of his conflict.
In writing to the Ephesians, he said,
“ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principali
ties, against powers, against the rulers
of darkness of this world, against spir
itual wickedness in high places.” Eph.
6 : 10 -12 . Further he uses the natural
armour, the sword, etc., typifying the
whole armour of the Christian.
In writing to the Corinthians, “ For
though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war after the flesh. (For the weapons
of our welfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strongholds.)
Casting down imagina
tions, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ.” 2 Cor. 10 :
3-5.
We cannot find that Christ or his
disciples used natural weapons to defend
themselves, but they ever condemned
their use. When Christ was about to be
delivered up to the Jews, He said, “ My
kingdom is not of this world; if my
kingdom were of this world, then would
my servants fight, that I should not be
delivered to the Jew s; but now is my
kingdom not from hence.”
St. John
18 : 36.
Let us not put our trust in the armour
of man, but let us ever look to Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith.
Let us walk not after the flesh but after
the Spirit, so that finally we can say
with Paul, “ I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith.”
Arkona, Ont., Can.
M. L. M.
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The head or brain is the seat of knowl
edge and controls all the functions of the
different parts of the body, so Christ is
the head of the Church and by His
Spirit directs and guides its members in
Too o f t the cares o f e a rth
the way of purity, truth, and love. The
A re forem ost in our tho u g h t,
Apostle to the Corinthians explains,
W e fa il to look to Thee
“ For as the body is one, and hath many
As o ften as we ought.
members, and all the members of that
H elp us to l i f t our h e arts,
one body, being many, are one body:
F o rg e ttin g e a rth ly c are ;
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit
H elp us to stro n g e r grow ,
are we all baptized into one body.”
A voiding S a t a n ’s snare.
1 Cor. 12 : 12, 13. Without His Spirit
T h a t we m ay n e ar Thee keep
unity cannot be preserved in the
As long a s life m ay la s t;
Church.
A nd th ro u g h Thee e n te r re st
Christ has given warning against false
W hen our life here is p a st.
Spirits in these words: “ For there shall
C ham bersburg, P a .
S. S. R.
arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall show great signs and wonders
U N ITY
that, if it were possible, they would de
According to Webster’s Standard Dic
ceive the very elect.” Mat. 24: 24.
tionary the word unit is defined as mean
The evil Spirit may assume a different
ing one, a single thing or person, and to
form in this day or age but still tries
unite is to bring two or more separate
to influence and draw the faithful from
things together to make one. So among
the true way and would lead them to
those who are brought together as one
seek paths of their own. In following
in Christ’s body or Church there will
their own way they would have the fel
be unity, or oneness, agreement and har
lowship of the world but they would not
mony.
find the harmony, the agreement or the
Christ prayed, “ That they all may be
rest of soul that the Spirit of Christ
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I
affords.
in thee, that they also may be one in
The value of unity and peace is recog
us.” - John 1 7 : 21. We are baptized in
nized
by many nations in the world to
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
day
but
the true unity and peace, char
Ghost. John in Ins first epistle says:
acteristics
of Christ’s kingdom, cannot
“ Fo r there are three that bare record
in heaven the Father, the Word, and the be acquired by the unconverted through
Holy Ghost; and these three are one. the means of any law or agreement.
And there are three that bare witness in Spiritual unity characterizes Christ’s
earth, the spirit, and the water, and the Church a body of converted souls who
blood; and these three agree in one.” have experienced the work of grace in
1 John 5 : 7, 8. Now, “ there is one their hearts. Unity becomes a very
God or Father, and there is none other much more simple matter to souls who
but H e :” and as the Father, Son, and truly give their hearts to God, deny
IIolv Ghost are one so must the body themselves, and desire to be led on the
or Church be one with Christ as its narrow way that opens to life everlast
ing. They are united by the Spirit into
Head.
D irect our fe et, O God,
I n w ays o f tru th a n d love;
H elp us th a t our desires
M ay be on th in g s above.

19 31]

GOOD T ID IN G S

one peaeable body and see the futility of
any attempt to establish a true union
or real harmony outside of Christ’s
kingdom.
Lancaster, Pa.
M. W. A.

Q U E S T IO N S A N D A N S W E R S
Q. When was Satan cast out of
heaven ?
A. We do not know for the Bible is
silent as to the time, and it is not im
portant that we should know. We can
draw the inference from the Scripture,
that it occurred after the earth wTas
created; for he with his angels was cast
out of heaven into earth: “ And there
was war in heaven: Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels and
they prevailed not; neither was there
place found any more in heaven . . .
he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.”
Rev.
12 : 7, 8 , 9.
Q. What was P a u l’s thorn in the
flesh ?
A. This was not likely a natural
thorn or bodily affliction winch caused
torturing pain to P au l; but we believe
it was a spiritual chastening and suffer
ing through temptation of Satan. Paul
acknowledged that he suffered it through
infirmity; for after he had “ besought
the Lord thrice that the thorn might
depart from him,” the Lord said unto
him: “ My grace is sufficient for thee;
for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.”
Paul then said: “ Most
gladly therefore will I glory in my in
firmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.”
The Lord did not re
move the thorn, but His grace wTas suffi
cient to counteract its defiling and an
noying effects, and thus enabled Paul
to overcome.
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Q. Why should Paul say, I robbed
other churches? 2 Cor. 1 1 : 8.
A. When Paul made this remark, he
simply meant that he accepted wiiat had
been collected from those churches which
had a surplus of means, and gave it to
the churches which were in want.
Love prompts those who have abun
dance to share with them who are in
need, and as Paul visited the different
churches he could conveniently serve
them by accepting gifts from those
which had abundant means and giving
to them which were in need.
Q. Where are the dead?
A. For the believer death is compared
to a sleep,.which may be termed a para
disical state. Christ said to the thief on
the cross, ‘ ‘ Today shalt thou be with me
in paradise.”
In Revelations, Chap. 20: 13, it is
written, “ And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell
(marginal note— grave) delivered up
the dead which wTere in them.
These are some of the testimonies rela
tive to the abode of the dead.
Q. To what extent are we accountable
for the salvation of our fellowmen?
A. There is probably no limit to our
accountability. Christ said, “ Ye are the
light of the world.” Christians are a
light because they endeavor to be faith
ful and obedient to all that Christ has
commanded.
As He has chosen them out of the
world, their interests are not in transi
tory things, but in those wiiich are
eternal. Their yea is yea, and their nay
is nay.
Q. Why did Paul appeal to Caesar
w'hen he wras preaching a doctrine of
non-resistance ?
A. Resistance implies the repelling of
force by force, either by physical
strength, or by an appeal to the magis
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tracy for the punishment of those who
injure us.
A s the Jew s were thirsting for P a u l’s
blood at Jerusalem, he knew that he
would not get a fair trial there, so he
took advantage of the privilege granted
him by Festus as to where he should be
judged, and appealed to Caesar. B y
this act he violated no Gospel principle.
Q. Explain Romans 1 1 : 25.
A. Israel had the advantage of all
nations but comparatively few accepted
salvation because of unbelief. 'When the
Gentile nations accepted the Gospel,
Paul warned them of the blindness of
the Jews, and of God’s dealing with
them lest they should become wise in
their own conceits.
As the Jew s thought salvation was
alone for them, and the Gentiles were
now enjoying the same blessing, Paul
was proving that through the blood of
Christ, believers in all nations stand in
the same relation to God and that the
rejection of Christ by the Jew s as a
nation worked to the advantage of the
Gentiles, Acts 13, and again that the
coming in of the Gentiles should “ pro
voke to emulation” the Jew s and tend
to their salvation.
JE H O R A M , SON OF J E H O S H A 
P H A T , K IN G OF JU D A H
Jehoram succeeded his father J e 
hoshaphat to the throne of Judah. His
wife, Athaliah, was a daughter of Ahab
and Jezebel and she proved to be a rival
of her mother in pride and idolatry, and
her evil influence in public affairs was
very noticeable after the death of J e 
hoshaphat. The evil effect of Jehoram ’s
reign became manifest and soon de
stroyed the good influence of Jehosha
phat ’s reign.
Jehoram seemed to be
ruled and governed by Athaliah as ef
fectually as Ahab was ruled by Jezebel.
It was probably owing to her influ

[Ju ly

ence that Jehoram had his six brothers
put to death. These brothers had been
active in carrying out the designs of
their father to destroy idolatry. Their
father provided well for them when he
gave them fenced cities and gifts of gold
and other precious things.
Jehoram walked in the ways of Ahab
and the people were seduced into idol
worship which both Asa and Jehosha
phat had succeeded in abolishing to a
great extent.
Thus idolatry was re
stored to favor by public authority.
A writing was sent to Jehoram from
the prophet Elijah, saying, “ Thus saith
the Lord God of David, thy father . . .
Because thou hast not walked in the
ways of Jehoshaphat, thy father . . .
and hast slain thy brethren which were
better than thee, I will bring evil upon
thee and upon thy house. "With a great
plague will the Lord smite thy people
. . . and thou shalt have great sickness
and shalt die.”
These calamities soon followed. The
armies of the Philistines and Arabians
attacked Judah, ravaged Jerusalem and
the royal palace and took the king’s
fam ily captive.
All of his wives ex
cepting Athaliah, and all of his sons but
Ahaziah were carried away. Jehoram
himself was smitten with a terrible dis
ease and suffered for two years until re
lieved by death. His reign only lasted
eight years and he died unlamented by
the people.
His son Ahaziah succeeded him but
he only ruled a short time.
He had
foolishly joined with Jehoram, king of
Israel, against Hazael, king of Syria.
Both Jehoram and Ahaziah were slain
by Jehu, as has been told in a former
article. Athaliah who was Queen con
sort and Queen mother had long seemed
to have supreme power over Judah.
She, now seeing her son Ahaziah was
dead, hoped to rule over Judah alone.
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She ordered all the children of Ahaziah
to be put to death.
The order was
promptly obeyed and her grandsons
were all slain excepting an infant,
Joash, who was stolen away by his aunt,
Jehoshebad, wife of Jehoida the high
priest. He, with his nurse was hidden
in one of the chambers in the temple
wThere he wTas kept for six years. Thus
in the providence of God the line of
D avid’s succession was unbroken.
Jehoida seemed to think it a fit time
to disclose the secret and proclaim Joash
as king. He sent those in whom he con
fided to traverse the land and to ask the
people and all the Levites not on duty
to come to Jerusalem.
Jehoida ap
pointed guards to protect the child of
six years from harm and brought him
forth before the people anointing him
as king, and putting the crown upon his
head.
The trumpets were blown and
the people clapped their hands, crying,
“ God save the king.”
When Athaliah saw the extraordinary
movements and heard the noise of the
trumpets, she hastened to the temple
and appeared before the priests. See
ing the young king crowned she rent
her clothing and cried,, “ Treason! trea
son !”
The public feeling against her
was very strong owing to her barbarous
massacre of the king’s family, and the
people hailed with joy the advent of the
young king.
Jehoida fearing the guards would slay
Athaliah and thus pollute the holy
temple, ordered her to be taken outside
the temple where she was put to death.
The king was taken to the palace and
placed upon the throne. Jehoida was
chosen by general assent to be guardian
of the youthful king and act as regent.
He induced the people to renew their
covenant with Jehovah.
They began
with renewed zeal to banish idolatry by
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destroying the temples of Baal, not only
in Jerusalem but throughout all the
land. The services of the temple were
resumed and conducted as they had
been during the time of Solomon.
Jehoida, who wras now at the head of
both civil and religious affairs, brought
about an orderly condition in both the
court and temple, but the glory of re
storing the temple and sacred vessels
which had been destroyed by Athaliah,
Jehoida reserved for the youthful king.
When Joash was twenty-three years of
age he repaired the temple which had
been built nearly one hundred and sixty
years before and he made numerous ves
sels of silver and gold for the temple
service.
He offered sacrifices to the
Lord as long as Jehoida lived. Jehoida
died at the age of one hundred and
thirty years and wras honored with a
sepulcher among the king’s of the house
of David.
A fter Jehoida’s death, Joash did not
seem able to withstand the seduction of
idolatry. The men of station who had
been strongly imbued with the idola
trous practices under the reign of J e 
horam and Athaliah, came to Joash and
with flattery and attention so won the
kin g’s notice that he not only gave them
tolerance, but sanctioned their idola
trous practices.
The Lord sent prophets to warn and
testify against them. Zechariah, the
son of Jehoida was moved by the Spirit
of the Lord to ask, “ Why transgress ye
the commandments of the Lord, that ye
cannot prosper? Because ye have for
saken the Lord, He hath forsaken you.”
The people resented his words, were
angered and after receiving permission
from Joash stoned Zechariah to death.
Before his death he said, “ The Lord
look upon it and require it.”
Zechariah’s last words seemed pro
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phetic, for that same year the hosts of
Syria came up against Joash, entered
the city, destroyed the princes and
plundered the country. The chiefs who
had seduced Joash were slain, and
the king himself who was grievously
wounded was put to death by his ow'n
servants.
Joash reigned forty years
and was succeeded by his son Amaziah.
Hagerstown, Md.

E. V. L.

A C H I L D ’S S T O R Y
M y dear little Children:
I have an interesting story to tell you
of one of the Mothers of the Bible. The
family, were father, mother, and two
sons; they lived in Bethlehem. There
was a famine in their land and food
began to get scarce, so they decided to
move to a town called Moab where there
was plenty to eat.
A fter a time the father died, and the
mother whose name wTas Naomi felt very
sad. The two sons married, the names
of their wives were Orpah and Ruth,
they had always lived in Moab.
A fter living there about ten years
Naomi’s sons also died. The two daugliters-in-law were very kind to Naomi and
loved her dearly, but she wras lonely and
began to long to go back to her old home
among her own people. Orpah and
Ruth wrere very sad when she told them
she wTas starting back to Bethlehem
where the food was again plenteous.
They W'ent with her quite a distance,
then Naomi told them they should re
turn to their homes again, and Orpah
wept bitterly as she kissed her bood-bye,
and turned back. But Ruth threw her
arms around Naomi and clinging to her
said, “ Entreat me not to leave thee, for
whither thou goest, I will g o ; thy people
shall be my people, and thy God my
God: where thou diest, will I die, and
there will I be buried.”

[Ju ly

So the two went on together. On
reaching the village, Naomi’s old friends
crowded around her to welcome her
back, she said they should not call her
Naomi, “ for that name means pleasant,
call me Mara that means bitter,” for
she had lost a husband and two sons.
When Ruth heard her say this she was
glad that she came back with her and
resolved she would try to do the work
the men would have done and in this
wray show her Love in caring for her
mother.
It was the season of barley harvest.
In those days they did not have reapers,
but it was customary for the poor people
to follow after the grain was cut, and
glean what was left. Ruth began to
gather grain so they would have food
to eat. She chanced to go into a field
belonging to a rich man named Boaz;
he soon noticed her quiet gentle man
ners and asked who she was? When he
found out that she had left all her
friends to care for Naomi, he spoke
kindly to her, told her to stay with his
helpers and not go into other fields to
glean, for grain here was plenty. He
also told his reapers to drop grain where
she would gather, and it made her very
happy to go home with such a large
measure of grain. It turned out that
Boaz wTas a relative of Naomi’s husband,
and she too, was comforted in knowing
they had found a friend, who would not
let them suffer for want of food.
We do not wonder that Boaz soon
learned to know7 and love Ruth, and he
asked her to be his wife, and she lived
in a fine home and was happy, taking
Naomi with her there.
A fter some time she had a son, this
son grew into a man, and he had a little
boy, who wTas called Jesse, Jesse became
the father of King David, of whom also
we read in the Bible.
Waynesboro, Pa.
A. S. F.

