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ED IT O R IA L
In accordance with the notice given 

in the January number of Good T i­
dings, the publication will be discon­
tinued with this issue. Subscribers may 
have Good T idings bound into book 
form of two volumes, imitation leather 
cover at a cost of $1.25 for each volume, 
if  they will forward copies to Good 
T idings, 236 N. Mary Street, Lancaster, 
Pa., or to Frank E. Eshelman, Lancas­
ter, Pa., R. D. 7.

The advantage in consolidating the 
forty-one numbers of Good T idings into 
book form is that the articles contained 
therein may be preserved for future 
reference. The object is not to keep the 
matter intact for the convenience of 
present-day readers only, but also for 
the accommodation of those of future 
generations who may seek spiritual en­
lightenment and encouragement.

We take this opportunity to thank 
contributors and all who so kindly have 
given their support in the interest of 
the publication. We sincerely hope and 
pray that our efforts may be attended 
with a blessing from God whose abiding 
presence and overruling power we rec­
ognize as supreme. Should the humble 
messages of truth found in Good Ti­
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dings lighten the way for wayfaring 
souls, may God receive all praise.

We hope our friends may give some 
of their spare time to a careful reading 
of this work, and a thoughtful compari­
son of the thoughts presented therein 
with the teachings of Christ and His 
Apostles. We believe they will find 
that the doctrine advocated is in agree­
ment with the recognized standard of 
truth, namely, the New Testament.

Beloved fellow believers, may we be 
steadfast in the faith and endeavor to 
hold fast the precious treasure we have 
received—the hope of an eternal inheri­
tance which reaches beyond this life. 
May we diligently watch over our souls 
and cherish God’s grace and love in the 
heart, that we may be faithful witnesses 
to the blessed gospel truths we have 
endeavored to teach in this publication. 
Those of our friends who read Good 
Tidings naturally expect that we should 
witness to these truths by a consecrated 
and exemplary Christian life.

All that we have written would offer 
little encouragement to tender seeking 
souls, should we fail to measure up, in 
practice, to the gospel standard advo­
cated in the literature which we dis­
tribute. Failure to walk in love and 
true Christian fellowship would em­
bolden the conscience of others and 
harden them against conviction. A 
pure, meek and humble life adorns the 
Christian profession. It is the manifes­
tation of such a spirit in our walk and 
conversation that attracts men and 
awakens them to a realization of their 
fallen state. The apostle Paul testifies 
to this when he said, “ your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God.”  1  Cor. 2 : 5.

We may profess a doctrine of love, 
unity and peace and yet may not pos­
sess the divine life in the soul which is

the only power that will enable us to 
overrule sin and walk in gospel order. 
Let us therefore examine ourselves by 
the word and prove our motives, that we 
may be fruitful branches of the true 
vine, Jesus Christ. Dangers beset us. 
We live in a perilous time. It is fitting 
that we exhort one another to faithful­
ness, to the reading of the Scriptures, to 
meditation, to watchfulness and prayer­
fulness, that we may be able to stand. 
May our prayers be sincere and earnest 
that they may ascend to the throne of 
grace. May we say in the language of 
the Psalmist, “ Search me, 0  God, and 
know my heart; try me, and know my 
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way ever­
lasting.”

TH O U G H TS ON SC R IP T U R E  
S U B JE C T S

I dolatry E xposed.
Nebuchadnezzar, the heathen King of 

Babylon, made an image of gold for his 
subjects to worship, threatening the 
penalty that whosoever would not do so 
should be cast into a fiery furnace. 
Daniel 3 : 15. Three Hebrews, holding 
high positions under the King, refused 
to do homage to the idol. The King in 
rage challenged them, “ I f  ye worship 
not, ye shall be cast the same hour into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace; 
and who is that God that shall deliver 
you out of my hands?”  Their answer 
was: “ Be it known unto thee, 0  King, 
that we will not serve thy gods, nor wor­
ship the golden image which thou has 
set up.”  In his fury he cast them into 
the fiery furnace, where God protected 
them from all harm. The K in g ’s proc­
lamation followed: “ Blessed be the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
who hath sent His angel, and delivered 
His servants that trusted in H im !”



1932] GOOD TIDINGS 3

Those servants might have obeyed 
outwardly the royal command and in 
their hearts worshipped the true God, 
but they would have done it hypocriti­
cally to the abuse of their better knowl­
edge, and they would not have given 
God an opportunity to manifest His 
power. Error in all its forms should 
be reproved, at any sacrifice, by those 
who are loyal to truth. God makes no 
compromise with those who depart from 
His will whether they have open or cov­
ered sins. Some people reason, that if 
the motive is right God keeps no ac­
count of the act. This view is con­
demned by the three Hebrews cited, for 
by their act of refusal error was re­
vealed. It is contradicted by the 
Savior, in saying: “ Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good w-orks. ”  Matt. 15 :  16.

The life in the Scriptures is used as 
an index to show the state of the soul. 
When the acts are carnal it is folly to 
argue that the soul is spiritual. This 
testimony is unanswerable; “ Every 
tree is known by his own fru it.”  Luke 
6 : 44. So undeniable is the fact that 
the Church of which Christ is the Head 
is known by the life of her members; 
for the character of the members forms 
the character of the Church.

Q u a l it ie s  o f  T r u t h .

“ To th is end was I  born, and  fo r th is cause 
came I  in to  the world, th a t  I  should b ear w it­
ness unto the  tru th . E very  one th a t  is o f the 
tru th  heareth  my voice. P ila te  sa ith  unto him, 
W hat is t r u th ? ” - Jo h n  18: 37-38.

The Savior in the text states the ob­
ject of His mission. We should try-to 
understand His testimony. He was 
willing to endure hardship and to sacri­
fice His life for us. “ I lay down my 
life for the sheep.”  Truth at His com­
ing needed support, for there was much 
pretended righteousness and much

idolatry among the nations. His testi­
mony was rejected by many. The chief 
ones called it blasphemy and con­
demned Him to death. Mark 14 : 64.

His precepts forbid strife. We are 
not to resist evil. Resistance causes 
strife. I f  compelled to go one mile our 
desire to overcome resistance in our 
nature shall prompt us to go twain. We 
shall love our enemy and do good to him 
instead of quarreling. I f  we bring our 
gift to the altar and there remember 
that our brother has aught against us 
we shall leave there our gift and first be 
reconciled to our brother, then we shall 
offer our gift, indicating to us how im­
portant peace with one another is in our 
approach to the Lord. We shall forgive 
or we will not be forgiven, for God re­
quires us to be merciful that we may 
receive mercy from Him. We shall not 
lightly separate the marriage relation as 
was done before the time of regenera­
tion, for by forbearance the unruly 
party may be brought to reformation 
and a soul may be saved. A  blessing is 
pronounced on peacemakers. To be­
come fitted for heavenly glory we must 
learn peace in this time of grace. When 
Jesus says, He came not to bring peace, 
but a sword, that there shall be division 
in the household, He means the effect of 
His doctrine embraced by some in a 
household may array those of an evil 
disposition against the righteous to de­
stroy peace in the household. When He 
took a scourge of small cords to drive 
out those who traded in the Temple, in­
tended for worship, it is not stated that 
He applied the lash even on the cattle 
and the sheep. His threatening of the 
scourge may symbolize the judgment 
impending over the unholy. We are to 
learn meekness from Him who was so 
exalted that by Him God “ made the 
worlds”  (Heb. 1 :  2), and yet His death 
was with the wicked. Luke 23: 33. His
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example of lowliness is a forcible re­
proof to pride. “ God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble.”  
Those who obey His precepts will follow 
simplicity and every other virtue.

We owe love and service to every one 
under the precept, “ Love thy neighbor 
as thyself.”  Service is regulated by 
Scripture and by what the Spirit in us 
directs. We should have regard for our 
neighbor’s necessities and for his peace 
of mind.

The Church is the fruit of divine love 
in the soul bringing fellowship, as was 
enjoyed at first in the Church. The 
Church must be purged from disorderly 
members. 2 Thes. 3 :6 .  As bidding one 
another Godspeed by the kiss of peace, 
appeals to the conscience so every mem­
ber that salutes to be consistent must be 
peaceable. The principle of oneness de­
mands separation from all who counte­
nance division.

Obedience to civil government is rea­
sonable since it is an ordinance ap­
pointed by God; but if it abuses its 
rights by interfering with the demands 
of God then obedience cannot be ren­
dered, but submission is in place to any 
penalty inflicted on those who are rep­
resented as passive sheep. Acts 5 : 29. 
Resistence is wrong. Rom. 13 :  2. We 
have tried to define some of the quali­
ties of Truth. “ Mercy and truth are 
met together; righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other.”  Psalms 85: 
10 .

Lancaster, Pa. E. H. H.

T R U E  R ELIG IO N  NOT  
S E N T IM E N T

‘ ‘ T h a t ye stand  fa s t in one sp irit, w ith  one 
m ind striv ing  together fo r the fa ith  o f the 
gosp e l.”  Phil. 1: 27.

Pure religion is based upon the word 
and spirit of Christ. Christ came to re­
deem our souls from the thraldom of

sin and bless us with the spirit of love 
and peace. By humble submission to 
Him as our Lord and Counsellor, the 
divine image, lost through transgres­
sion, is restored, a new life and spirit is 
imparted which is in agreement with the 
Gospel precepts of love to God and love 
to man, of “ peace on earth, good will 
to men.”

Religion then must be in accord with 
Gospel teaching, regardless of the opin­
ion and sentiment of man. The life of 
Christ corresponds with His Gospel. It 
is said, “ Being reviled he blessed; being 
persecuted he suffered it.”  This life of 
self-denial and non-resistance must be 
manifested by His followers. They will 
suffer injustice, wrong, insult and abuse 
for Christ’s sake. Resentment, litiga­
tion, strife and war cannot be practiced. 
Such fruits are utterly adverse and 
foreign to true religion.

The work of regeneration alone will 
enable Christians to “ stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel.”  These con­
stitute the Church of Christ, bound to­
gether by the strong fetters of love, in 
true fellowship and with a mutual in­
terest in each other’s spiritual welfare. 
They will obey the command in the 
eighteenth chapter of Matthew, “ I f  thy 
brother trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone.”  A prescribed course, so op­
posed to our fallen nature, is apt to be 
set aside or neglected. It is easier to 
speak to others than to the offending 
one. Yet obedience is a work of true re­
ligion, for “ whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God.”  2 Jno. 1 :  9.

The true Church is identified by Gos­
pel discipline notably in case of offend­
ing members; in this way purity and 
unity is preserved. I f  an erring one 
will not yield to counsel or entreaty he
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is separated. “ Let him be unto thee as 
a heathen man and a publican.”  
“ Have no company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. Yet count him not as 
an enemy, but admonish him as a 
brother.”  2 Thes. 3 : 14 -15 . The 
Apostle even forbids eating with such 
an one. 1st Cor. 5 : 1 1 .  These are hard 
sayings to many worshipers and are 
misconstrued and often ignored. This 
discipline though seemingly harsh, is 
after all administered through love for 
the soul—that the erring one might be 
reminded and impressed, he is given 
over to “ Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus.”

We are responsible creatures, ac­
countable to God our Creator for our 
manner of life ; for our life hers will 
determine the destiny of the soul in 
eternity. There is one way to be saved 
-—it is by accepting and believing in 
Christ Jesus. He said: “ I am the way 
the truth and the life and no one com­
eth to the Father but by me.”  There­
fore, if religion is not based upon Jesus 
and the Holy Word of God it is vain 
and a delusion. I f  based upon human 
thought and sentiment it would only be 
a house for the soul built upon the sand. 
Jesus gave the solemn warning: “ And 
everyone that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be lik­
ened unto a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand: and the rain de­
scended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell and great was the fall of it.”  
Matt. 7: 26-27.

How important that we choose wisely 
whom we shall serve ; for if we choose to 
“ serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear,”  then we will be under 
the promise, and in that great day of 
judgment, we shall hear the welcome in­
vitation, “ Come ye blessed of my

Father inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
world.”  But many apparently in their 
worship have not chosen wisely—they 
have not accepted Christ as their Savior 
and Shepherd, and God as their Father: 
for Jesus said: “ Many will say to me in 
that d ay : Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? 
And then I will profess unto them I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.”

Lancaster, Pa. J .  K.

T H E  P A R A B L E  OF T H E  T A R E S
Text—Matthew 13 :  24-31, 37-43.
Of this parable the Savior said the 

field is the world. In order that it be 
prepared for the good seed which the 
Son of man was to sow, the Lord called 
upon men at various times, in different 
situations and circumstances, to bear 
witness that God ruled over the world 
and the kingdoms of men. Among these 
we mention Abram, to whom God called, 
saying, “ Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house unto a land that I will 
shew thee. And he went out, not know­
ing whither he went.”

To Moses, the Lord said, “ Come now 
therefore, and I will send thee unto 
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth 
my people, the children of Israel out of 
Egypt.”  He gave to them the Law 
from Mt. Sinai. When Joshua suc­
ceeded Moses as leader of the children 
of Israel, the Lord commanded him, 
“ Be strong and of good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whither­
soever thou goest.”

Many prophets were called to declare 
God’s will, to reprove disobedience and
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idolatry, to maintain belief in the one 
true God and to prophesy of the king­
dom of peace and righteousness to come.

Daniel, a man of the captives of 
Judah, revealed to king Nebuchadnez­
zar his forgotten dream, and the inter­
pretation thereof; he also interpreted 
the king’s dream regarding his losing 
his kingdom, and having it restored. 
These evidences of God’s power caused 
king Nebuchadnezzar to say, “ Now I 
praise, and extol, and honor, the King 
of heaven, all whose wrorks are truth, 
and his ways judgment; and those who 
walk in pride he is able to abase.”

Thus was God preparing the world 
for the sowing of the good seed by the 
Son of man in the new and heavenly 
kingdom upon the earth.

While the coming of this King, or the 
Son of man, had been foretold, an angel 
of the Lord was sent to the shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flocks by night. And the angel 
said unto them, “ Fear not: for behold, 
I  bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  
Thus as a lowly babe, came the great 
Sower of the good seed.

To identify Christ as the promised 
Redeemer, John the Baptist saw the 
Spirit of God descending in the form of 
a dove, and lighting upon H im : and lo, 
a voice from heaven saying, “ This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.”  Again upon the mount of 
transfiguration there came a voice out 
of the cloud saying, “ This is my be­
loved Son: hear him.”

To evince the power to sow good seed 
given by the Father to the Son of man, 
He performed many miracles, healed 
the sick, cleansed the lepers, caused the

blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb 
to speak, the lame to wralk, and raised 
the dead to life.

He came to establish a kingdom dif­
fering from all earthly kingdoms, which 
should be an everlasting, eternal power, 
against which the gates of hell should 
not prevail. Should we be interested in 
such a kingdom, such a refuge for the 
soul, let us open our hearts to the good 
seed which He sowed.

From His Sermon on the Mount we 
may learn the truth which he sowed: 
Swear not at all. But let your commu­
nication be Yea, Yea; Nay, N ay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
evil.

That ye resist not evil; but whoso­
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.

Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despite- 
fu lly use you, and persecute you.

For if ye forgive men their tres­
passes, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you: but if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.

No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon.

Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged.

Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is the law and 
the prophets.

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be that go in thereat: Because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
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which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it.

Beware of false prophets, which come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves, ye shall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth 
good fru it; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit. A  good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a cor­
rupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them.

Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king­
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.

The Lord Jesus, said to His disciples, 
I f  ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments, and abide 
in his love.

This is my commandment, That ye 
love one another, as I  have loved you.

When good seed is sown in the field 
it brings forth good grain after its 
kind. The blessed Savior sowed the 
good seed of Truth, Faith, Hope, and 
Love. When these enter the heart, they 
will bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, 
which is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.

When tares are sown by the enemy, 
they bring forth the fruits of the flesh, 
which are adultery, fornication, un­
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like.

A man may feel he is guilty of none 
of these and is doing all that is neces­

sary if he lives a moral upright life, and 
is honest in all his dealings. Oh! what 
a sad mistake, for he is trusting in the 
arm of the flesh, and not in the blood of 
Jesus, and in the time of harvest his 
fruit will be among the tares.

Since the field is the world, and the 
wheat and the tares are allowed to grow 
together until the harvest, we have need 
to watch and pray, and not sleep lest 
the enemy sow tares in our heart, and 
when the harvest comes we be among 
the tares, bound in bundles to be 
burned.

As the ripened wheat and tares have 
no power to resist in the harvest, so will 
the spiritual wheat and tares have no 
power before the angelic reapers, who 
will gather the tares into bundles to be 
burned, and the wheat into the heav­
enly garner.

Dear readers of Good T idings, our 
prayer to God is, that our hearts may be 
open to receive the good seed sown by 
the Son of man so that at the great har­
vest time we may be gathered by the 
angels into the Father’s barn.

Glen Elder, Kansas. E. F. S.

“ R E M E M B E R  L O T ’S W I F E ! ”

Jesus after prophesying the destruc­
tion of the world, and comparing its 
awful consequences to the deluge and 
also to Sodom and Gomorrah, concluded 
with the solemn warning: “ Remember 
Lot’s wife ! ’ ’

Only three words, but they are of 
deep significance. Though proclaimed 
nearly two thousand years ago, they 
have not lost their meaning or the force 
of their application. Lot’s wife was one 
of only four whom the rescuing angels 
hurried out of Sodom, with friendly 
violence, to escape the impending de­
struction. She evidently lacked faith,
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and was an unwilling follower of the 
angels; she violated a direct injunction; 
and apparently her heart was not free 
from the unclean associations of Sodom, 
for she looked back and was lost! She 
became a pillar of salt and thus a monu­
ment of disobedience and unfaithfulness 
to all future generations.

The Apostle after relating some of the 
experiences of the children of Israel, 
and the sore judgments visited upon 
them when disobedient, observed, “ All 
these things happened unto them for 
ensamples, and they are written for our 
admonition upon whom the ends of the 
world have come.”  1  Cor. 10 : 1 1 .

The tragic end of Lot’s wife should 
also be an impressive admonition unto 
us. She started on the way but she did 
not faithfully continue. We might be­
gin with zeal and assurance in the race 
to eternal life, but if we would not con­
tinue to make our “ calling and election 
sure”  by unfeigned love, faith and 
prayer, we would not attain the goal; 
but should fall by the wayside and ulti­
mately perish. The Savior said: “ And 
because iniquity shall abound the love 
of many shall wax cold; but he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall 
be saved.”  Matt. 24: 12, 13.

Success in any line of endeavor, 
whether natural or spiritual, depends 
upon patient and persistent effort, and 
holding fast to a fixed purpose. I f  the 
Christian warrior would entertain unbe­
lief, give way to doubts and surmisings 
—if, like Demas of old, he would again 
“ love this present world,”  and look back 
to its illusions and vanities, he would 
fail to remember Lot’s wife.

The Savior said: “ Strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.”  
This is truly an impressive declaration; 
especially so when we consider the great

sacrifice which Jesus made to open the 
way of life, which was closed by sin and 
disobedience. Jesus imparts this gift 
of eternal life only to those who humbly 
and penitently receive Him. This is 
the “ Little Flock”  to whom it is the 
“ Father’s good pleasure to give the 
Kingdom.”

Yet even the little flock is in danger, 
for some may look back, failing to re­
member Lot’s wife! Divine love and 
mercy anticipated this tendency, for the 
Scriptures abound in many warnings 
and admonitions to “ hold fast,”  “ to be 
vigilant,”  “ to pray without ceasing,”  
‘ ‘ to strive, ”  to “  continue in well doing. ’ ’ 
The Apostle says: “ To them who by 
patient continuance in well doing seek 
for glory and honor and immortality, 
eternal life .”  Rom. 2: 7.

Eternal life! How incomprehen­
sible! Our finite minds are bewildered 
when considering eternity and infinity! 
Living in a world of change and decay, 
where death ends all that is mortal, how 
could we comprehend a condition which 
is everlasting; where there shall be “ no 
more death . . . for the former things 
are passed away.”  A world where 
peace, joy, and happiness shall reign 
supreme forever!

We can only anticipate that blessed 
condition with the eye of faith and hope, 
and only by God’s love and mercy shall 
we be able to attain “ an inheritance in­
corruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven.”  
But 0, if we should look back—failing 
to remember Lot’s wife—we would be in 
danger of reaping destruction and per­
dition to the soul in the world to come, 
and this woeful condition, too, would 
never change, but would endure to all 
eternity!

Lancaster, Pa. E. H. W.
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D E L I V E R A N C E

It is said that “ all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness.”  Tim. 
3 : 16. Not only do we find New Testa­
ment scriptures profitable but that which 
is written by the inspired writers of old 
is also profitable and goes far to verify 
Gospel truths and to establish the doc­
trine of peace and love as taught by 
Christ and the holy Apostles.

One burdened and weary of sin who 
gives attention to reading will find re­
corded in the Old Scriptures many 
beautiful examples of faith and obedi­
ence, and exhortations which enlighten 
the understanding in the things that 
pertain to salvation.

The record given in the book of Exo­
dus relating to the deliverance of the 
Israelites from bondage in Egypt is in­
structive to the New Testament believer 
because the experience of those people, 
though natural, corresponds with our 
suffering under the bondage of sin, and 
our deliverance through Christ when 
we become penitent.

The children of Israel were God’s 
chosen people; they were grievously 
afflicted and oppressed by Pharoah, the 
king of Egypt. God heard their groan- 
ings and sent Moses to deliver them. 
Moses was a type of Christ and Pharoah 
a type of Satan. The bondage of the 
Israelites typifies the bondage of sin 
which the sinner endures under Satan’s 
hard and pitiless rule. Their cry to 
God for deliverance is representative of 
the penitent sinner’s cry for deliverance 
from the burdens inflicted by Satan.

Pharoah did all in his power to pre­
vent the children of Israel from leaving 
Egypt, as Satan uses every available 
means to hinder us from turning away 
from him. Moses the deliverer of the

Israelites performed many miracles to 
prove that God was with him. Christ 
performed many miracles to prove His 
authority, and that He was the Son of 
God. The magicians and wise men of 
Egypt also did miracles in like manner 
with Moses and Aaron. It is written 
when Aaron cast down his rod and it 
became a serpent, Pharoah’s magicians 
cast down every man his rod and they 
became serpents. But Aaron’s rod 
swallowed up their rods.

When Aaron smote the dust of the 
earth and it became lice, the magicians’ 
endeavor to bring forth lice was futile 
and they said unto Pharoah, “ It is the 
finger of God.”  The lice may represent 
humility; one of the Christian virtues 
by which the true believer is identified 
and which will ever characterize the 
Church of Christ. True humility is a 
virtue which cannot be imitated by the 
unconverted world.

The plagues brought upon the Egyp­
tians to persuade Pharoah to let the 
Israelites go may be taken to represent 
the suffering under condemnation for 
sin, which must first take place in man’s 
Egyptian heart before he can be de­
livered from the bondage of sin.

When the heart is touched by the 
finger of God, true abasement and a 
consciousness of our depravity and 
doomed condition through sin will be 
realized. This knowledge of self will 
lead to the only source of light, namely 
Christ, the great deliverer of whom 
Moses was a type.

Pharoah did not become willing to let 
the Israelites depart from Egypt until 
God slew the first-born of every Egyp­
tian household. The first-born may 
typify our first-born or sinful nature 
which must be slain by the law which 
condemns sin in the flesh. This must 
take place before we can be delivered
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through Christ and enter the spiritual 
Canaan.

The Israelites were closed in on every 
side and apparently had no hope of 
escape, but God miraculously opened 
the way when the waters of the Red Sea 
w'ere divided and they passed through 
on dry land. The same God rules to­
day and as He delivered the children of 
Israel from the Land of Pharoah, He 
will deliver us from the hand of our 
oppressor, Satan, if  we ask in faith. 
“ Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you. Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you.”  James 4: 7-8.

We read how Gideon on one occasion 
was sent by the angel of the Lord to de­
liver God’s people from the Midianites 
who oppressed them. Gideon had mobil­
ized a large army of men to fight against 
the enemy, but God, to show His power, 
told him to take but three hundred men, 
and they were delivered in a miraculous 
manner. Each man was to take a 
trumpet in his right hand and an 
empty pitcher and a lamp within the 
pitcher in the left hand. They were to 
surround the camp of the enemy in the 
night, and at the signal of Gideon they 
cried, “ The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon,”  blew the trumpets, broke the 
pitchers exposing the lights, so the 
enemy was confused, and fled.

While the Israelites were delivered 
from bondage and their children led by 
Joshua and Caleb into the promised 
land, they were not entirely free from 
oppression, even so those wdiom Christ 
has delivered, are not free from temp­
tation.

The Savior said unto His followers, 
“ take ye heed, watch and pray,”  which 
would imply that the child of God al­
though delivered from the yoke of sin, 
is yet in danger of being overcome or 
led astray by the emotions and prompt­

ings of the flesh, for the enemy endeav­
ors to oppress the good work accom­
plished in the heart through grace and 
the merits of Christ. When there is 
evidence of such oppression the spiritual 
Gideon, Christ, will deliver u s; His 
word and promises are sure. I f  we 
bring into subjection self and crucify 
the flesh with all its affections and lusts 
and place no merit in our good inten­
tions or good works, the light will again 
shine and reveal the evil influence, and 
the enemy will flee, and we can again 
rejoice in a spiritual deliverance.

The words of the Apostle are, “ Know 
ye not that to wdiom ye yield your selves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteous­
ness?”  Romans 6 : 16. Therefore let 
all children of God take heed that they 
“ might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; . . . .  Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light: who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son.”  Col. 1 :  10 -13 . “ Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bond­
age.”  Gal. 5 : 1.

Even though we were imprisoned for 
Christ’s sake, yet if spiritually free we 
can rejoice in the Lord for “ the word 
of God is not bound.”  2 Tim. 2: 9. 
With the Psalmist we can say, “ For 
thou hast delivered my soul from death: 
wilt not thou deliver my feet from fall­
ing, that I may walk before God in the 
light of the living?”  Psalm 56: 13.

Baden, Ont. H. G.
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P u t on therefo re , as the  elect o f God, holy 
and beloved, bowels o f mercies, kindness, hum ­
bleness o f m ind, long su ffe rin g : F o rb earin g  
one another, and fo rg iv ing  one another, i f  any 
m an have a  quarre l ag a in s t a n y : even as C hrist 
forgave you, so also do ye. A nd above all 
these th ings p u t on charity , which is the bond 
of perfectness. A nd le t the  peace o f God rule 
in  your hearts, to the  which also ye are called 
in  one body, and be ye thankfu l. Col. 3:
12 - 15 .

The Apostle addressed the believers 
with particular tenderness in this Epis­
tle, being also explicit in the detail of 
his instruction, as one who had author­
ity and experience in the Christian life, 
with its many trials and duties and con­
flicts. He refers to the wickedness in 
which they formerly lived, as all carnal 
persons do, but from which they were 
risen with Christ, and that therefore, 
they now should walk in newness of life. 
What was written to the believers in 
those days is applicable to all believers 
since, even to us now; for flesh and 
blood can never be converted, and the 
Prince of darkness is unwilling to lose 
one of his subjects. Peter also enumer­
ates many virtues, and says, “ For if 
these things be in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  These things must 
be put on, for according to the carnal 
life we are destitute of them.

We are prone to see in others their 
faults, and overlook our own. I f  we 
exercise kindness, mercy and forbear­
ance, we encourage confidence, freedom, 
love and zeal; remembering that “ God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you,”  
and therefore, we should forgive one 
another. Should there be misunder­
standings or disagreements or com­
plaints, all these things will be adjusted 
if love and peace rule in the heart, And

C H R I S T I A N  V I R T U E S charity, which is the bond of perfect­
ness, will hold together so that divisions 
cannot enter.

This being the last issue of G ood  

T id in g s , we would appeal to all, not to 
become slack in searching the Scrip­
tures, in reading the various publica­
tions which have been issued from time 
to time, or in rereading the articles 
which have appeared in G ood  T id in g s , 

as these have been contributed by au­
thors in both the United States and 
Canada, living under various conditions 
in life and its environments. They rep­
resent the exercises of mind, and the ex­
periences of many individuals, and 
practically every subject has been men­
tioned and treated. To those who look 
for radical rules and formal modes of 
worship they will find them wanting. 
To those who look for the principles of 
the Gospel life the articles in G ood 

T id in g s  abound in sound doctrine and 
instruction. Many who contributed in 
times past have become weakened and 
enfeebled by advancing years, a num­
ber have been called to their reward, but 
having looked forward to that event, 
they wrote a number of articles in ad­
vance, some of which have been since 
published. They serve to call to our 
minds their faithful labors while they 
were with us and to encourage us to use 
our energies and talents in the cause of 
Christ as far as we are able.

We are called as members of one 
body, for which we may be sincerely 
thankful, and there is a mutual interest 
in one another’s welfare. We might 
say as Paul to the elders of Ephesus 
(Acts 20: 32), “ And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word 
of His grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.”  
And in (2 Cor. 13 :  1 1 ) ,  “ Finally,
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brethren farewell. Be perfect, be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.”

Landisville, Pa. C. S. N.

GOD’S CR EA TIO N
W hen we behold this wondrous world 
W herein G o d ’s works are m anifold,
Each in their order tim e and place,
A  g re a t C reative power we trace.

The sun, the m onarch of the sky—
O ur life  and health  on i t  r e ly ;
W ithou t its  w arm ing cheering rays 
No form  o f life  could voice H is praise.

The silvery moon, th e  guide of night-—■ 
I ts  changing form s from  dark  to lig h t; 
W hen in its glory fu ll we see,
How finite then  we seem to be.

W hile gazin g  on a s ta r l i t  sky  
G o d ’s handiw ork none can deny.
H e tells the num ber, calls the nam e;
Sun, moon, and s ta rs  H is m igh t proclaim .

W aynesboro, P a . A. S. P .

W H A T  IS YO UR L I F E ?

The Apostle James says: “ It is even 
a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away.”  The life 
spoken of is the mortal life in the space 
of time between our birth and our death, 
attended with affliction, sorrow, and 
consequently short and vain.

Spiritual life consists in our being in 
the favor of God, by a principle of 
sanctifying grace, and living in obedi­
ence to the Divine will, the consumma­
tion of which is that never-ending state 
of existence which the redeemed shall 
enjoy hereafter.

The insecurity of this present life was 
fully realized by David, the Psalmist, 
when he made the appeal: “ Lord, make 
me to know mine end, and the measure

of my days, what it is ; that I  may know 
how frail I  am. Behold thou hast made 
my days as an handbreadth; and mine 
age is as nothing before thee: verily 
every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity.”  Psalm 39: 4—5. Experience 
reveals our frail condition and im­
presses us with the importance of seek­
ing the life eternal which Christ alone 
can give.

When the disciples inquired of the 
Savior about the destruction of the 
Temple, asking for a sign, He said, 
“ Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is.”  To watch 
means to be awake, to be vigilant, and 
to guard against the influence of sin. 
“ B y  prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known unto God.”  This power is re­
ceived only by submission unto the Lord 
Jesus and by regeneration ; “ Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever.”  1  Peter 
1 :  23.

It has been well said, “ Man that is 
born of a woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down; he fleeth also as 
a shadow, and continueth not.”  Job 
14 : 1 - 2 . “ As for man, his days are as 
grass: as a flower of the field, so he 
flourisheth. For the wind passeth over 
it, and it is gone; and the place thereof 
shall know it no more. ’ ’ Psalm 103 :
16-16 . “ It is appointed unto man once 
to die, but after this the judgment.”  
These faithful servants observed, that 
every man, born of Adam’s race is 
short-lived and exposed to manifold 
afflictions: all his beauty, felicity,
splendor, and gaiety, fall before the 
stroke of sickness or of death, as the 
fading flower, or the “ shadow that de- 
clineth.”



1932] GOOD TIDINGS 13

Solomon, in first chapter Ecclesiastes, 
was impressed with the brevity of life, 
and the vain works of man, including 
his own, when he said : “ Vanity of vani­
ties, saith the Preacher, vanity of vani­
ties; all is vanity.”  He calls attention 
to the incessant movement of the ele­
ments in God’s creation, the ever-chang­
ing conditions here on earth. And all 
that he ever attained by his own works, 
was vanity and vexation of spirit. 
“ One generation passeth away, and an­
other generation cometh.”  The appar­
ent motion of the sun, which unceasingly 
“ ariseth and goeth down.”  The veer­
ing of the wind from one point to an­
other, and then “ returneth again ac­
cording to his circuits;”  and the speedy 
current of the rivers to join the sea, 
“ yet the sea is not fu ll; unto the place 
from whence the rivers come, thither 
they return again.”

These ever changing operations in 
nature might be used as emblems repre­
senting man’s restless state in this 
world, affording lessons to him to spend 
the span of life in doing the will of his 
Creator. He is continually employed 
in labor, in research and discovery, and 
after all there are many things he can­
not describe or explain. He even labors 
with his own wisdom to attain peace and 
rest of soul and after all his labors, he 
is no nearer finding rest than the sun, 
the wind, or the current of the river, 
but is hastening to the dust from whence 
he wras taken; and his soul will find no 
rest until he seeks and believes in Jesus 
who said, “ I  will give you rest.”  Thus 
men go on from age to age. We find 
the world, in character, the same as did 
our ancestors, and shall leave it the same 
to our posterity. New inventions and 
discoveries, though useful and contrib­
uting much to the necessities and com­
forts of this natural life, are only mate­

rial and will all pass away. Upon the 
whole it is the same scene over and over 
again. But we must come to a con­
clusion of the whole matter: “ Fear God 
and keep His commandments: for this 
is the whole duty of man.”  “ For God 
shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be 
good or whether it be evil.”  Eccl. 12 :
13 -14 .

Lancaster, Pa. E. J .  T.

B R I E F  N O TES

Every utterance of the Savior radi­
ates wisdom. Peace is His constant 
theme. In the practice of this religion 
by His faithful followers, divine love 
and charity characterize their lives and 
adorn them with the ornaments of a 
meek and quiet spirit.

*  *  *  *

As long as our desires and treasures 
are in the w'orld our hearts are there; 
for “ where your treasure is there will 
your heart be also.”  Christ’s teaching 
is not directed to those who have their 
enjoyment and satisfaction in things of 
the world; but to those who are “ weary”  
of them and “ heavy laden.”  To all who 
heed His call through His w'ritten word 
and His grace in their hearts, there is 
opened a storehouse of incorroding 
treasures, eternal in the heavens.

#  #  #  #

Paul expressed fear that the minds of 
his Corinthian brethren “ should be cor­
rupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ.”  What W'ould he say of the 
situation now existing in the popular 
profession of Christianity, so far de­
parted from that simplicity, as is wit­
nessed by the inconsistencies so manifest 
in profession and practice ?
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When obedience is rendered to the 
word and Spirit of the Lord and the 
whole desire is to do His will, then the 
whole economy of Christian teaching 
and living becomes so simple that such 
inconsistencies and complications as we 
often see among professing Christians 
find no place and are far removed.

# *  *  *

Humility never begrudges the bless­
ings of others; but pride does. Pride 
has many branches to ramify into the 
fallen nature of man. It begets jeal­
ousy, hatred, envy and kindred vices. 
Cain’s pride was wounded because 
Abel’s sacrifice was preferred, and it 
led to murder.

When the pride of nations is wounded 
it leads to war, with all its awful conse­
quences. Sin is a cruel taskmaster. 
When we open the door of our heart 
and let the heavenly light enter, we 
may well become horror-stricken at so 
awful a condition as that which we 
see,—-and how awfully benighted when 
every beam of God’s gracious light be 
withdrawn.

# *  *  *

To many of us, when we look upon
the waves and billows on stormy waters, 
there is within us an emotional response 
because of a similar turbulence, as it 
were, on the sea of life,—our frail bark
often tossed thereon by the wind and
the waves.

It may be with us as with the disci­
ples on stormy Galilee, with the Savior 
asleep in the rear of the ship. How 
often are we driven to a realization of 
our perilous situation, our helplessness 
and the frailty of our craft, before we 
ean truly avail ourselves of the Savior’s 
—“ Peace, be still,”  and the great calm 
that follows!

It  is through these exercises and ex­
periences that our trust in our own

efforts and in our frail bark on life ’s 
sea are shattered; faith and hope revive 
and are strengthened by our trust in 
Him and the assurance that He alone is 
mighty to save.

What a happy, comforting thought 
that our craft, though frail, by His 
power to save and to still the tempest 
shall be enabled to outride the storms on 
life ’s oft troubled sea, and finally enter 
the peaceful harbor and happy haven.

*  *  *  #

Zealous efforts are constantly being 
made to raise men and women to higher 
standards. The persons or organiza­
tions engaged in these efforts often take 
part in forming and in urging legisla­
tion to restrain intemperance and im­
moral indulgences. It is usually re­
garded as a great Christian work, which 
every professing Christian should sup­
port and encourage.

We, as a body of believers endeavor­
ing to live our lives in accord with the 
divine word and Spirit, do not recognize 
such acts as Christian, and consequently 
cannot bid those Godspeed who are so 
engaged; nor can we participate in 
their work, because it is not in accord 
with the Christian principle which cen­
ters in the individual heart controlled 
by the Divine Spirit.

Making men more moral by force and 
legal restraint can never make them 
Christians; but becoming a Christian 
will make them moral; and it will bring 
into evidence in their lives the beautiful 
Christian traits and virtues which, if 
they obtained with all, would certainly 
make this world a better place to live in.

The inebriate and immoral would 
then voluntarily forsake the evil of 
their ways. No longer would there be 
divorces growing out of family quarrels 
or misunderstandings, often over trivial 
matters. No more wars to devastate
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cities and countries and lay them waste. 
Contentions, intrigues, deceit and graft, 
now so rampant in the world, would dis­
appear. Right and wrong would no 
longer need to be determined through 
courts of justice, but would be deter­
mined inherently by the Christian 
Spirit ruling in the heart.

T H E  M EA N IN G  OF FOOT- 
W A SH IN G

The spiritual signification of the 
washing of feet, as instituted by Christ, 
has reference to the saints being washed 
by Him from the guilt and pollution of 
those sins of the flesh which adhere to 
them while they are on the earth; and 
which by them is as unavoidable as it is 
for us to keep our feet from being 
soiled, or fouled, by walking upon the 
earth.

The happiness of the children of God 
consists in the assurance of favor and 
acceptance with Him. They know that 
they cannot be acceptable to God with­
out being entirely clean or free from 
sin. I f  they have right knowledge of 
God they will know that they are con­
tinually defiling themselves with sin ; 
and this would forbid their approach to 
God, and, consequently mar their happi­
ness, and indeed make them miserable if 
they had no source to flee to where they 
could wash and cleanse themselves from 
this defilement. The consideration of 
this caused Paul to exclaim, “ 0 
wretched man that I  am ! who shall de­
liver me from the body of this death?”  
Paul had not forgotten the source 
whence deliverance comes, but for our 
instruction through the Holy Ghost, he 
draws the picture of our misery if it 
were not for the washing we continually 
receive from Christ. But to fix this 
source of cleansing upon our minds, as 
well as also to point to the means of de­
fense against Satan, he exclaims, “ I

thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”

To suppose that God does not regard 
or overlooks these sins is derogating 
from the attributes of His justice, pu­
rity and holiness. To enjoy comfort on 
that ground has a cooling, darkening, 
and damning influence. To have com­
fort on the ground of ignorance that 
these lusts and emotions are sin has 
about the same effect; though the con­
science may not be disturbed, yet there 
can be neither love and admiration of 
God begotten in such soul, nor a proper 
conception of His glory and majesty. 
Nothing can do this but a full knowl­
edge of sin and a lively sensibility to it. 
This is essential to true happiness, be­
cause without it we cannot possibly 
have a full and true knowledge of what 
Christ has done and is daily doing for 
us. Neither can we have a true sense of 
love to Him without the knowledge that 
His blood is sufficient to wash and 
cleanse us from all this gu ilt; that by 
one offering He forever perfected them 
who believe and trust in Him.

We may wash our bodies as fre­
quently and as effectually as we will, 
treading on the earth will defile the feet 
and to be entirely clean we must wash 
them again. It is so spiritually with the 
believer. He is made entirely clean by 
the blood of Christ, but by contact with 
the dead world he again defiles himself 
so that he has need of coming to Christ 
to be washed and purified. Washing 
only the feet has, in itself, a signifi­
cance expressive of the difference of the 
sins resulting from the weakness of the 
flesh and those of which we are guilty 
when we live in sin and freely yield our 
members to its service. There is noth­
ing in the washing of feet to signify the 
washing of a sinner that is dead in tres­
passes and sins. The washing of our 
feet would not make our whole body
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clean if it were altogether defiled. The 
sinner is altogether defiled with sin, and 
when he comes to Christ with a truly 
penitent heart, he comes not as an err­
ing child, but as a guilty rebel and sin­
ner ; not as having sinned through weak­
ness, but as having yielded his will and 
all the powers of his soul to sin; and to 
be made free from guilt he must be alto­
gether washed. This is the washing 
Christ referred to where He said to 
Peter, “ He that is washed needeth not 
save to wash his feet.”  The believer 
who has been thus washed by coming to 
Christ has the assurance of forgiveness 
for his daily shortcomings. This is 
what is represented in the washing of 
feet.

The ordinance of washing feet having 
a spiritual signification relating to 
Christ’s continual washing of His 
saints; so it also illustrates the spiritual 
service which the believers in the 
Church render to one another in bring­
ing about this important washing. It is 
the duty of the members of the Church 
to labor for the edification and encour­
agement of all. In doing so they assist 
one another by increasing their spiri­
tual sensibilities and perceptions which 
makes them feel the great need of 
Christ’s washing.

I f  one is overtaken in a fault, Paul 
says we shall restore him in the spirit 
of meekness. We are also commanded 
to rebuke and reprove all waywardness 
and error. All such dealings as the 
Apostle commands with what Christ 
teaches (Matt. 18) tend to bring the 
erring party to a sense of his error 
whereby he is brought to Christ in peni­
tence and humility and washed by Him 
from the guilty stains of sin.

The ordinance is very impressive, and 
is indicative of simplicity, meekness, 
humility, and submission. These are 
virtues of a divine nature, and when we

present ourselves to serve, or be served 
by our brother, we represent ourselves 
as being of this spirit and disposition. 
In performing the duty of reproving an 
erring brother or of restoring one who 
has been overtaken in a fault, if it is to 
be effectual, these virtues must prevail 
with both parties. I f  we are destitute 
of these virtues we are not fit to admin­
ister reproof, neither can we receive it 
with advantage. Without this spirit the 
work of the spiritual washing never can 
be carried out. There is perhaps no 
other duty enjoined upon us in the 
doing of which we have so much need to 
take heed to ourselves as in reproving 
and receiving reproof. Self-love is such 
a subtle spirit, and can disguise itself in 
such a delusive manner that we have 
great need of grace and clear divine 
light to be able to perceive its influence 
on ourselves. In this view the ordi­
nance is eminently instructive and must 
tend to impress every faithful soul with 
a deep sense of duty toward God, his 
fellow believer, and his own soul.

From  ‘ 1 T he Reform ed M ennonite Church, ’ ’ 
b y  D a n i e l  M u s s e r .

L I F E ’S MOST IM PO RTAN T  
D U T Y

“ I t  is tim e to seek the L o rd .”  Hosea 10: 
12.

Seeking the Lord is a privilege that 
every person enjoys, who has come to 
years of accountability, since the “ grace 
of God which bringeth salvation ap­
pears to all men.”  He who has sought 
and found the Lord has found the Pearl 
of greatest Price. It is more than a 
privilege; it is an important duty, for 
connected with it are infinite results.

I f  we would seek and find the Lord 
we must have a true conception of Him. 
He is the one true and living God from 
everlasting to everlasting. He is omni­
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present, His eye never sleeps. The 
Psalmist says, “ Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit, or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence.”  He knows all things, 
even our thoughts, and can read our 
lives as an open book. He is holy, just 
and good, and though He hates sin, yet 
He loves the sinner.

Having come to a true knowledge of 
God, we must come to a knowledge of 
our self. We must fully realize that 
our sins have hid His face from us, for 
“ We all like sheep have gone astray.”  
We have sinned by word, thought and 
deed, and we have left undone the 
things we ought to have done. We must 
become sinsick, weary and heavydaden 
as did the Psalmist when he said, “ Mine 
iniquities are gone over my head; as an 
heavy burden they are too heavy for 
me.”  We must realize that “ the wages 
of sin is death.”

“ Seeking the Lord”  also implies a 
knowledge of the way in which God 
may be sought. God Himself has de­
signed the plan. He has sent His Son 
Jesus Christ into the world to become 
a ransom for sin by suffering and dying 
the cruel death on Calvary. Jesus said, 
“ No man cometh unto the Father but 
by me.”  “ I am the Way, the Truth 
and the L ife .”  Through the sacrifice of 
Christ, mercy, pardon and acceptance 
with God may be obtained.

There must be heartfelt repentance, 
“ for godly sorrow worketh repentance 
to salvation.”  With the Psalmist, the 
sinner must confess, “ I acknowledge 
my sin unto thee, and mine iniquities I 
have not hid, I said I will confess my 
transgressions unto the Lord, and thou 
forgavest me the iniquity of my sin.”  
I f  we truly repent we will hate sin and 
turn away from anything we know to be 
displeasing to God. Seeking the Lord 
implies faith in Christ, and this must be 
of a living, saving nature. It is the re­

liance of the sick and diseased one, upon 
the skill and healing power of the Great 
Physician. When the Philippian jailor 
asked what he must do to be saved, he 
was told, “ Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

The seeking must be with diligence 
and perseverance. It must be a search 
in which every effort is put forth. The 
sacred writer says, Jer. 29: 13, “ Ye 
shall find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart.”

Coming to Christ brings the seeker 
under the cross. Christ says, “ I f  any 
man will come after me, let him deny 
self, take up his cross and follow me.”  
This is the turning point where many 
seekers become faint-hearted, and not 
being willing to forsake the world with 
its lusts, pleasures and allurements they 
allow these things to hinder them from 
coming to the Lord. At this point in 
the seeker’s life, Satan puts forth every 
effort to lead him away from the narrow 
way, telling him it is not necessary to 
live so close to the Lord, and if place is 
given to these promptings he will be 
allowed to be comforted with a false 
hope.

But the true seeker after the Lord 
will not heed these evil promptings. 
Having come to a state of submission, 
his desire will be to do the Lord’s will 
and His alone. To such the Lord 
grants His Spirit and he will be led out 
from the world with its evil, into a king­
dom of peace and righteousness where 
Christ reigns and dwells in the heart. 
Such ones will manifest by their fruits 
that they have passed from death unto 
life, and that their chief aim in life is 
to humbly serve the Lord, willing to fol­
low Him wherever He may lead.

B y  seeking the Lord we avoid infinite 
evil. Because we have all sinned 
against God we deserve His wrath. We 
deserve to be cast from His presence
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forever. In Matthew 25, we see the 
fate of those who neglected to seek the 
Lord, “ and these shall go into everlast­
ing punishment,”  “ There shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Also 
in 2 Peter 2 : 9, “ The Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the godly out of temptation, 
and to reserve the unjust, unto the day 
of judgment.”  Who are the ungodly, 
the unjust, the wicked, but those who 
have refused to come to the Lord and 
yield their wills to Him?

B y seeking the Lord we become par­
takers of infinite good. To the true 
seeker of the Lord, who has found Him, 
there will come rest, peace and joy. 
L ife  will have a new meaning. His 
whole outlook will be changed. The be­
liever’s experiences of peace and joy on 
earth are but a foretaste of the glories 
of heaven. But his life will not be all 
sunshine, for he has been promised 
tribulation and trials, yet he is not 
alone. The Savior says, “ Lo I am with 
you alway,”  “ My grace is sufficient for 
thee.”  Though often bowed down with 
his shortcomings and weaknesses, the 
true believer will confess there is noth­
ing on earth he would wish more than 
the desire to press forward upon the 
narrow way. What is wealth, honor 
and pomp in comparison to the bless­
ings which come to us from seeking the 
Lord ? The wealthiest man in the world 
must leave all behind when he leaves 
this world. The Savior taught His dis­
ciples to “ Labor for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life ,”  “ and 
seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. ’ ’

Those who seek the Lord now will 
never lose Him in eternity. They shall 
be forever with the Lord. They shall be 
in heaven, a place where there shall be 
no sin—where it can never enter, and 
interrupt and pollute the holy bowers of 
bliss.

This important duty demands imme­
diate attention. “ Today if ye hear His 
voice, harden not your heart.”  Life is 
very uncertain. Today our cheeks may 
be red, glowing with health and life, on 
the morrow they may be pale, and our 
eyes closed in death. May many souls 
be led to “ seek the Lord, while it is yet 
called today, for the night cometh when 
no man can work.”

Buffalo, N. Y . C. S. N.

T H E  CROSS OF CH RIST
“ I f  any m an will come a f te r  me let him 

deny him self, and  take  up his cross and follow 
m e.”  M att. 16: 24.

These words were spoken by Jesus 
after He had told His disciples that He 
must suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised again the third 
day. He suffered the cruel death of the 
cross for the sin of the whole world. 
His mission was to save every son and 
daughter of Adam. But none can be 
saved unless they become willing to 
deny self and take up the cross.

The question may be asked: What is 
our cross to bear? The word of God is 
the criterion by which we must be 
guided in this life, and it will be our 
judge in the last day, either to speak us 
free or stand against us. In the Ser­
mon on the Mount is set forth the true 
state of the Christian heart as well as 
many of the duties which belong to the 
Christian life. Its teachings in some 
instances are so opposed by our carnal 
reason that we may shrink from them. 
To love them who despitefully use us we 
need a higher power. Not to resent evil, 
to give up our possessions and to suffer 
persecution for Christ’s sake requires a 
fully regenerated heart. Having once 
tasted of the good word of God and the 
powers of the world to come we can 
pray for our enemies, not because it is
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commanded but because we liave an in­
born love for their poor undying souls, 
knowing that if they do not repent and 
become converted they will, as the 
Scriptures say, be banished forever 
from the presence of the Lord.

Jesus said, “ I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven; if any 
man eat of this bread, he shall live for­
ever: and the bread that I will give is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world.”  Jno. 6 : 51. He is the 
Author of our spiritual life and He has 
given His word to nourish that life. 
Should we become cold and indifferent 
it w'ill be a cross for us to keep all His 
commands.

This is particularly true of com­
mands which require on our part deep 
humiliation. In the eighteenth chapter 
of Matthew, Christ taught: “ Moreover 
if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if  he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother.”  
This command founded on true broth­
erly love is so important that, if 
neglected, unity and confidence will be 
destroyed and spiritual life in the 
Church wdll be lost.

As emblematic of restoring the erring 
through a service of love and as expres­
sive of the cleansing from our own 
faults by the Savior, the command in 
John 13th wTas given of the w'ashing of 
one another’s feet. This is an humble 
service and carnal reason may lead us to 
say that it was meant for those in olden 
times but not necessary in our time.

We are taught by both Paul and 
Peter, “ Greet ye one another with a 
holy kiss,”  as an expression of Chris­
tian love and fellowship.

Again it is written, “ In like manner 
also, that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness 
and sobriety; not with braided hair, or

gold, or pearls, or costly array.”  1  
Tim. 2: 9, 1  Peter 3 : 3. These Scrip­
tures and many more may become a 
burden to us. I f  we give place to the 
flesh, we will shrink from our duties.

Oh, may we let the illuminating light 
from heaven penetrate our hearts to 
enable us to see our fallen condition and 
that we may be made partakers of that 
living bread and live forever. I f  we are 
willing to deny self and renounce the 
world with all its follies, the cross will 
be easy to bear. For Christ said, “ My 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

The yoke of Christ is a beautiful rep­
resentation of the harmony and peace 
that must exist among His followers. It 
is impossible to move forward unless 
there is full agreement, as is said by 
Amos, the prophet, “ Can two walk to­
gether except they be agreed.”

Let us examine ourselves by the light 
of God’s Word. I f  our profession is in 
agreement with it, it will speak us free. 
Jesus said, “ I f  ye continue in my 
words, then are ye my disciples indeed: 
and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.”  “ For the 
word of God is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.”  
Heb. 4 : 12.

A. H.
R. F. D. No. 2, New Hamburg, Ont.

FOR L O V E ’S S A K E
Could anything be more beautifully 

expressed than the Apostle Pau l’s mes­
sage to Philemon? He was making a 
special request as Paul the aged, now a 
prisoner of Jesus Christ “ in the bonds 
of the Gospel”  as well as a prisoner at 
Rome. Love w'as his own motive and 
for love’s sake he expected Philemon to
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receive his former slave. Evidently 
Onesimus was a runaway slave but was 
converted through Paul’s teaching at 
Home and now wanted to live an up­
right life. “ Receive him as myself”  
more than a servant now, a brother be­
loved, more than ever valuable both in 
“ the flesh and in the Lord.”

The reference that, “ I f  he hath 
wronged thee or oweth thee aught”  in­
dicates that he must have been untrue 
to his master. Paul asks to have that 
put to his account. lie  was willing to 
give even more than he is doing by re­
turning one who has been a valuable 
help to him at Rome. But he reminds 
Philemon that “ Thou owest me even 
thine own self besides.”  He expected 
to have a response beyond his asking, 
such confidence, love and fellowship 
there was between them. He even sent 
the message by Onesimus himself. “ For 
love’s sake”  he knew it would be well 
with slave and master.

Where love rules there is always har­
mony and peace. How the complexities 
of life, the discords and heartaches 
would be lessened if love came first with 
us. The beauty and rhythm of living 
are marred by selfishness, because we 
are not willing to give our best to each 
other and to God. We lament that we 
are so human and our efforts so futile, 
forgetting there is always a way if we 
are truly seeking it.

What a holding power there is in love. 
Duty or compulsion never bring the re­
sults that love does. We see it in every 
walk of life. Sacrifices made for others 
make this world the comfortable place it 
is to live in. Homes are the foundation 
of a happy nation and we know it 
is love that repays the labor and self 
denials that go with happy family life. 
How much is done for “ love’s sake”  in 
the world that could not be done other­
wise.

It was “ for love’s sake”  that God 
created us. His expectation was that 
we would return His love. When man 
failed so woefully it was for love’s sake 
He gave promises of a Redeemer to take 
away the power of sin that man as a 
free agent had brought on himself. 
While waiting the appointed time of 
fulfillment of these promises He bore 
long and lovingly with the wanderings 
and delinquencies of Ills chosen people 
who in the end heaped insult on injury 
by not receiving Christ when He did 
come.

But a remnant of faithful ones have 
always existed. In all ages at least a 
few humble, sincere souls have cher­
ished the light and tried to live up­
rightly and follow the path of duty 
They may be obscure and despised but 
“ for love’s sake”  they, like Moses, are 
“ choosing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God than enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.”

The Apostle must have felt he was a 
product of God’s love. He began life a 
proud Jew. Even when in prison at 
Rome he wrote to the Phillipians of the 
things that once made him boast. He 
was of the stock of Israel, the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews. 
But that lineage and all other earthly 
fame he counted loss that he might 
know Christ and he found in Him. 
After his marvelous conversion which 
came as a stroke from heaven and re­
duced him to asking what God would 
have him do, he was willing to suffer the 
loss of all things that he might he His 
follower.

“ For love’s sake”  the Apostle very 
often commended his brethren. It has 
been said nothing opens hearts more 
swiftly than deserved commendation. 
We are often cold with each other to 
our own loss, for there are always 
things in our friends that do deserve
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praise. Paul knew this well as we no­
tice in reading his epistles, especially 
the ones written at Rome. He was cour­
teous, gracious and affectionate with his 
fellow believers as he spent time and 
prayer on their spiritual advancement 
and encouragement and as he instructed 
them to better love and serve their God. 
It was a beautiful service he gave the 
Church “ for love’s sake”  but it was 
left for Philemon to receive what has 
been called one of the most tender, 
touching bits of writing in all litera­
ture, an epistle of “ grace and peace.”  

Waynesboro, Pa. M. C. S.

MAN A F R E E  A G E N T
The opening chapter of God’s revealed 

word simply and briefly attests the 
omniscient power of a Creator. The 
perfection of His wondrous works was 
affirmed when “ He saw everything that 
He had made and behold it was very 
good.”  God created man in His own 
image. But man transgressed and 
through disobedience was barred from 
that happy state and removed from 
God’s presence. There was a changed 
relation and man fell from communion 
and fellowship with his Maker, and 
spiritual death followed.

God’s love for man remained. The 
depth of His love was revealed by the 
sending of His only Begotten Son to 
earth. At His birth the angel of the 
Lord heralded “ the good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people.”  A 
holy and perfect One, He came in the 
form and fashion of man and dwelt for 
a short time on earth. In loving com­
passion He drew multitudes of follow­
ers unto Him, testifying, “ I am come 
that you might have life .”  “ The Son 
of Man is come to save that which was 
lost, even as it is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven that one of 
these little ones shall perish.”  He

healed the sick and restored sight to the 
blind. In miracles He revealed His in­
finite power, and demonstrated in rais­
ing the dead to life that all power was 
given unto Him in heaven and on 
earth. In restoring life to the dead, He 
signified what should come to pass when 
His work was finished. “ The hour is 
coming and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God and 
they that hear shall live.”

As He knew the heart of man our 
Savior spoke to the multitude who fol­
lowed Him, saying, “ Ye seek me because 
ye did eat of the loaves and were filled. ’ ’ 
“ Labor not for the meat that perisheth, 
but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life .”  He spoke a parable 
of a certain man who prepared a great 
supper and invited many. When it was 
ready He sent His servant to those who 
were bidden saying, “ Come, for all 
things are now ready.”  And they all 
with one consent began to make excuse. 
The master of the house was angry, say­
ing, none of those men that were bidden 
should taste of the supper. Primarily 
our Lord in the parable referred to the 
Jewish nation who first received the in­
vitation. They refused the invitation, 
and how paltry the excuses. Knowing 
the hardness of the heart of man He 
said, “ Ye will not come unto me that ye 
might have life .”  Jew  and Gentile have 
alike received the message, “ Come, for 
all things are now ready.”

By His suffering, death, and resurrec­
tion, the Savior’s mission was finished. 
He could testify, “ I am He that liveth 
and was dead and behold I am alive 
evermore.”  The redemption of fallen 
man was accomplished. The divine 
image is restored to His followers as it 
was given to Adam and Eve in the be­
ginning. Yet man is left a free agent as 
he was in the beginning. The debt in­
curred by our first parents has been
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removed, and our Creator has the same 
test for the child of God, “ I f  ye love 
me keep my commandments.”  Our 
Savior’s invitation is ever, “ Come.”  
He only asks us to open our hearts that 
He may come in and dwell there. The 
entrance of His love banishes fear. 
There is a change of heart which brings 
repentance for past sins, a ceasing to do 
evil and a learning to do well. There 
is a new life in the soul and by the 
warmth of His love there is a transfor­
mation. A desire to live to the honor 
of God will replace the former desire 
for the honor and praise of man. Every 
soul thus redeemed feels his utter un­
worthiness and the richness of God’s 
love. The new life implanted will bring 
forth fruit. The seed which Christ has 
implanted will be fruitful. It is the 
summer of life, the day of grace. There 
will be a willingness to forsake natural 
associations that would hinder the walk 
in the new life with Christ. The fruits 
manifested are self abasement, humility 
and meekness. When love rules the soul 
and peace reigns, there is no wasting nor 
destruction. The harmony, the com­
munion which was lost in the garden of 
Eden is restored. “ They that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall run and not be weary, and they 
shall walk and not faint.”

In the beginning a Creator endowed 
man with natural gifts of reason and 
wisdom. He was permitted to utilize 
and develop the forces about him and he 
has become proficient in many arts. 
Thus he has aided mankind by inventing 
many marvelous devices which are a 
benefit and blessing. Man has accom­
plished so much but it is the Creator of 
all who gave the ability and wisdom to 
perform the work.

The pleasures of the world are dear 
to men’s hearts and carnal reason sug­
gests that the teachings of our Savior 
are not applicable to our time. The

result is a compromise or an endeavor 
to unite the plain simple teaching of 
Christ with the teaching of men. The 
sound doctrine of God’s truth is per­
verted. We are counseled not to follow 
those who “ teach for doctrine the com­
mandments of men.”  We cannot serve 
God and mammon. Our Savior’s words 
are, “ Whosoever will come after me let 
him deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me.”

Not all who heard the Savior’s mes­
sage to come were counted worthy. 
“ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom, but 
he that doeth the will of my Father.”  
“ Many will say on that day, Lord, Lord 
have we not prophesied in thy name, 
and done many wonderful wrorks. Then 
will I profess I never knew you, de­
part from me.”

Could we but taste of His bounteous 
feast prepared for His children surely 
we could not “ make excuse.”  Could 
we make a weak excuse that the affairs 
of the present time bind us and that it 
is not a convenient season? Perhaps the 
enemy of the soul suggests the shame of 
confessing Christ. Our Savior tells us 
“ Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and 
my words in this sinful generation, of 
him also shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.”

Hagerstown, Md. E. S. L.

A B A S E M E N T  AND E X A L ­
T A T IO N

“ For whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased, and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.”  We often 
see this declaration of the Savior’s veri­
fied by those who have had great influ­
ence in the affairs of this world: for 
there are many who have rendered 
humble and unselfish service that are 
highly exalted in the honor and esteem 
of men, while others who have exalted
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themselves and have sought for them­
selves greater honor and more power 
have thereby lost the respect of their 
fellowmen. Unselfish service in the 
affairs of this life makes a strong appeal. 
We admire the virtues and accomplish­
ments we see in other lives and we are 
often benefited long after they have 
passed away.

However, there is a deeper meaning 
in the above quoted declaration of the 
Savior. True self-abasement and humil­
ity are fundamental principles of Chris­
tian living. They who humble them­
selves in obedience to Gospel teaching 
are exalted by God with a place in His 
Kingdom in the eternal world. The 
Savior repeatedly and emphatically 
taught that self-abasement and humility 
must characterize all who would follow 
Him. When His disciples asked, “ Who 
is the greatest in the Kingdom of 
heaven?”  He answered that “ whoso­
ever therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child the same is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven.”

Abraham manifested humility when 
he said, “ Behold now I have taken upon 
me to speak unto the Lord which am 
but dust and ashes.”  It  was shown in 
Jo b ’s declaration, “ Look unto the heav­
ens and see; and behold the clouds 
which are higher than thou” ; by the 
Psalmist in the prayer, “ From the end 
of the earth will I cry unto thee, when 
my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I . ”  This prin­
ciple of humility was at stake when 
mighty angels left their first estate, fell 
from their happy stations in heaven by 
exalting themselves in pride and in in­
subordination to the Divine plan and 
purpose. Satan and his followers were 
east out of heaven, and their deceptive 
influence have since wrought folly and 
havoc in the world wherever man has 
yielded himself to it.

The one outstanding demonstration of

humility in this lower world was fore­
told in prophecy, spoken in the person 
of Christ, when it was said, ‘ ‘ Lo, I  come 
(in the volume of the book it is written 
of me) to do thy will, 0  God.”  In fu l­
fillment of this prophecy God’s beloved 
Son left the glory He had with the 
Father before the world was, to descend 
into a sin-stricken world and gave His 
body in death upon the cross to make 
redemption available to all mankind, for 
all have fallen under the deceptive in­
fluence of Satan. Surely for our sakes 
Christ went deeper into the valley of 
humiliation than we are ever required to 
go. He humbled Himself even unto the 
death on the cross but He is exalted by 
the Father in glory and His name is 
extolled above that of every other name 
on earth and in heaven. The beautiful 
language of Revelation, in a measure, 
conveys a sense of the homage, love, and 
service due Him, but their full expres­
sion can never be given in the language 
of mortals; in eternity only can they be 
expressed.

While we receive inspiration from the 
sublime thoughts of Revelation, our 
chief concern should be that we are 
willing to humble ourselves as fallen 
creatures should do. When we contem­
plate how benighted our condition would 
be “ without God and without hope in 
this world,”  were it not for the un­
merited service rendered us by God’s 
Son, now both our Redeemer and Media­
tor, do we not have abundant cause for 
self-abasement?

When abasement and humility are the 
result of self-knowledge and a compre­
hension of the graciousness of God’s 
love, they will lead us to surrender our 
own will to do that of the Father in 
heaven, and to be obedient to His word 
and the teaching of His Spirit. The 
common experience of us all is that when 
we make the effort to live in accord with 
the Father’s will we must continually
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strive against pride and self-exaltation. 
When we entertain or cherish them we 
become unfitted to do God’s will and are 
required to humble ourselves, acknowl­
edge our failing, and avail ourselves of 
the mediatorial service of Christ. We 
can then accept God’s purpose for our 
highest good even though we may be 
required to go deep down into the valley 
of humiliation.

When we endeavor to live our lives in 
His humble way we will not become ex­
alted by worldly esteem or honor, and 
in all the trials of this life we may still 
find comfort and a joyful hope, promise 
and assurance that we shall be more 
highly exalted when the conflicts with 
sin end in a triumphant immortality.

Doylestown, Ohio. C. W.

NON-CO NFO RM ITY TO T H E  
W O RLD

“ And be no t conform ed to th is world, bu t 
be ye transfo rm ed  by the renewing of your 
m ind, th a t ye m ay prove w hat is th a t good, and 
acceptable, and p e rfec t will o f G od.”  Rom. 
1 2 : 2 .

This is the counsel which the Apostle 
Paul wrote to his Roman brethren, and 
we who have accepted Christ through 
true and living faith feel the great 
danger of conforming to this world since 
we have flesh and blood to contend with 
which, it is said, cannot inherit the king­
dom of God. The Savior said, “ Wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat: Because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.”  Matt. 7 : 13-14 .

The Scriptures divide mankind into 
two classes—believers and unbelievers; 
the believers being always in the minor­
ity. As the flesh does not wish to be 
despised or ridiculed, it would prompt 
us to conform to the manners and cus­
toms of that great class of men who are

following the course that gratifies the 
flesh and the carnal mind. We are re­
minded by the Apostle James that “ the 
friendship of the world is enmity with 
God; whosoever, therefore, will be the 
friend of the world is the enemy of 
God.”

The Spirit and the flesh are contrary 
one to the other. The flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh, causing a continual strife. We 
are warned ever to watch and pray that 
we enter not into temptation. We are 
in danger of yielding to the prompting 
of shame, but let us not fear to confess 
our Lord nor hide our calling, for every 
act at variance with love is conforming 
to the world. Paul declared, “ I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.”  And the 
Apostles even rejoiced that they were 
accounted worthy to suffer shame for the 
name of Christ.

Among the works of the flesh, the 
Apostle also names emulation. This evil 
we often see in the world—the striving 
to be equal with others or even to excel 
them. Moderation should be our rule, 
that we be moderate in all things. “ Let 
your moderation be known to all men,”  
and “ be content with such things as ye 
have.”

Those who have families see in their 
children the desire and longing to fol­
low the vain pursuits of the world. This 
disposition is the result of that evil 
nature which all inherit through the 
fall of man. They may be led astray. 
Many so-called Christian churches pro­
vide entertainment and make a vain 
display, especially in the season when 
they celebrate the birth of the Savior, 
erecting Christmas trees and other at­
tractions to draw the young. We should 
guard against all that has a form of wor­
ship and not the reality. And be dili­
gent to bring them up in the nurture
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and admonition of the Lord, teaching 
them that “ the Lord will not be wor­
shipped W’ith men’s hands as though he 
needeth anything, seeing he giveth to all, 
life and breath, and all things.”

The prophet Isaiah speaks of the great 
display of the Jewish worship: “ To 
what purpose is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me? * * * Bring no 
more vain oblations; * * * it is in­
iquity, even the solemn meeting.”  All 
should be impressed that, by nature, wre 
are “ as an unclean thing,”  that we are 
sinners, must come to repentance, and 
feel the need of a Savior.

The Apostle John wrote, “ Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. I f  any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him, 
For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world.”  1  Jno. 2 : 15-16 .

The words of the text, “ But ye be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind,”  wTe understand to be the change 
of heart in regeneration, as it is said, 
“ Ye must be born again.”  When this 
takes place the mind is renewed and the 
thoughts are taken captive to the obedi­
ence of Christ. Then the things we 
formerly hated, we now love and the 
things we loved, we hate, having no more 
the desire to walk in the ways of the 
ungodly. Though in times past we 
walked in the course of this world, we 
now have entered upon a new and living 
way of which the prophet Isaiah spoke 
as a way of holiness, over which the 
unclean shall not pass, but it shall be 
for those the wayfaring men, though 
fools shall not err therein. Although 
we may be looked upon as foolish, we 
shall not err if we remain steadfast and 
immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord.

Milverton, Ont. J .  F . K.

S T R I F E  AN D  D IVISIO N S  
R E P R O V E D

“ F o r o ther foundation  can no m an lay  th an  
th a t  is laid , which is Jesus Clirist. Now if  any 
m an build  upon th is foundation  gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stu b b le ; every 
m a n ’s work shall be m ade m an ifes t: fo r the  
day shall declare i t ,  because i t  shall be re ­
vealed by fire; and the  fire shall try  every 
m a n ’s work of w hat so rt i t  is. I f  any m a n ’s 
work ab ide which he h a th  b u ilt thereupon, he 
shall receive a  rew ard. I f  any m a n ’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: bu t he 
him self shall be saved; yet so as by fire .”  1 
Cor. 3 : 11-16.

In discussing this text it is necessary 
that we consider the first four chapters 
of Pau l’s first epistle to the Corinthians, 
which has bearing on the subject. It 
will be apparent that there was conten­
tion in the Corinthian church, the chief 
cause of it having been a preference of 
men. “ For while one saith, I am of 
P a u l; and another, I am of Apollos, are 
ye not carnal?”  The Corinthians were 
said to have been a highly intellectual 
people. Some may have preferred 
Apollos because of his eloquence and 
others Paul, because of his fatherly in­
terest in them, and also because he had 
established the church at Corinth as his 
own words testify, “ For though ye have 
ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet 
have ye not many fathers: For in 
Christ Jesus I have begotten you 
through the gospel.”  1  Cor. 4: 15.

Paul’s primary object in his labors, 
it is manifest, was the safety of the 
church. He fearlessly reproved those 
who caused strife and divisions, as 
faithful laborers will ever do. Those 
who opposed him seem to have endeav­
ored to undermine his authority. To 
hold the confidence of his brethren w'hich 
he knew was justly due one who had 
labored so consistently and earnestly for 
the cause of Christ, and also to prove his 
apostleship and authority, he was con­
strained to say, “ As a wise master
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builder, I  have laid the foundation and 
another, (probably Apollos) buildeth 
thereon.”  Apollos labored with Paul 
but it is supposed that he had not 
entered into the labors at Corinth until 
sometime after Paul had founded the 
church. The rivalry that had arisen be­
tween the two or more factions gives 
evidence that they had yielded to a car­
nal influence. To put an end to the 
party-spirit which, according to this 
Epistle, cannot be tolerated in the 
Church, Paul directed them to look to 
Christ—the foundation-rock. He warns 
of the danger of glorying in men and 
shows that this would not only be rob­
bing Christ of the honor due Him, but 
would be laying another foundation than 
that is laid. Paul asks the very appro­
priate questions, “ Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? For who 
maketh thee to differ from another? 
And what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive ? ’ ’ He further said, ‘ ‘ Therefore 
let no man glory in men for all things 
are yours: whether Paul or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to come, all 
are yours, and ye are Christ’s.”  1  Cor. 
3 : 2 1-23.

A ll glory therefore belongs to God and 
not to men. He is the dispenser of every 
good gift, and without His help man’s 
work cannot prosper. In emphasis of 
this truth and in Paul’s determination 
to check the party-spirit that had crept 
into the church through a preference of 
one laborer above another, he shows that 
he and Apollos were dependent on a 
Higher Power as are all others. “ I 
have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase. ”  “  Who then is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man?”

Paul and Apollos, it is evident, 
worked together in love and harmony as

Pau l’s words testify—“ He that planteth 
and he that watereth are one.”  The 
strife and contention was not among the 
laborers, but among the lay members in 
the church, and Pau l’s reproof as re­
corded in the first part of the Epistle 
was directed to this class, who, though 
having caused strife, were yet on the 
foundation. Those who wilfully trans­
gress the word of God and commit the 
sins mentioned in the fifth and sixth 
chapters of this same Epistle are not on 
the foundation and are not considered 
in our text. In order to benefit from 
the purifying effect of God’s love, our 
structure must stand on the foundation 
Rock, Jesus Christ, and it is to this 
class that our text applies. We might 
infer from Paul’s words that he and 
Apollos and Cephas are the builders, and 
the laity the building. “ For we are 
laborers together with God. Ye are 
God’s husbandry. Ye are God’s build­
ing.”  In a general sense however, all 
members in the Church of Christ are 
builders. The material with which we 
build is represented by gold, silver, pre­
cious stones, wood, hay and stubble. 
The gold, silver and precious stones very 
fittingly represent the Christian virtues 
which adorn the profession, and, accord­
ing to the text, will abide. The wood, 
hay and stubble may represent our tem­
peramental weaknesses, the trusting in 
our own works and in the wisdom of 
men, which material shall be burned. 
The builder, then, suffers loss on account 
of his infirmities or errors, but by a 
revelation of greater light, through 
grace he himself shall be saved.

When Paul says, “ Neither is he that 
planteth, anything, neither he that wa­
tereth,”  he would have us know that 
although we may be “ true foundation”  
builders, we nevertheless are fallible and 
imperfect. And it is possible for every 
one to build on this foundation, mate­
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rial other than that represented by gold, 
silver and precious stones. Paul places 
himself and Apollos and all true foun- 
dation-builders on the same level and 
shows that since all fail, some of every 
man’s work is represented also by wood, 
hay, and stubble. Were this not so he 
could not appreciate Christ’s great work 
of redemption, nor could he feel a true 
sense of gratitude which he owes to God 
and not to men.

This Epistle serves as a type and pat­
tern in dealing with the disorders in the 
Church and where love and like effort 
in discipline is lacking, every faithful 
member of the true Church will be 
greatly alarmed; for by a lack of love 
and discipline as taught in this instruc­
tive Epistle we would ignore one of the 
fundamental principles of New Testa­
ment teaching. This would eventually 
leave the Church in a confused state, 
just as a lack of discipline in the home 
and other worldly institutions leaves 
them in disorder and confusion.

Scriptural discipline as taught by the 
Apostle Paul is obviously neglected by 
many religious leaders and church work­
ers and such neglect proves that they 
are not building on the true foundation 
Rock. Neglect of discipline in reality 
gives comfort to those who commit sin 
and this common and present day evil 
may do more to embolden the conscience 
of our dear young people than all other 
sins combined. Disregard for New Tes­
tament teaching by those who assume to 
stand on the true foundaion Rock, Jesus 
Christ, is in fact committing an evil that 
is twofold, and in consequence, is far- 
reaching in its blighting and demoraliz­
ing effects.

Bible readers who carefully analyze 
Paul’s teaching in this Epistle will ob­
serve that it was Pau l’s chief aim to 
preserve unity and Christian fellowship 
in the Church at Corinth. Those who 
caused dissensions and divisions, it is

evident were reproved, and, according 
to his reasoning, we, by the neglect of 
Gospel discipline, not only sanction divi­
sions but countenance the laying of 
another foundation than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.

Lancaster, Pa. F . E. E.

“ A P P R O V E D  UNTO GOD”
In second Timothy 2: 15, we find 

these words: “ Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid­
ing the word of truth.”

These words are some among the 
many parting messages of Paul to Tim­
othy, his son in the ministry. The latter 
clause may more aptly apply to those 
serving in a ministerial capacity, yet to 
every Christian heart they carry a mes­
sage of sober thought or study. This 
whole Epistle must have fallen as a 
parting benediction upon Timothy.

In any great work or undertaking 
there is significance in the word 
“ Study.”  There is little We learn or 
know without some studious effort. No 
royal road to learning; no achievement 
without effort. The beginning of a 
Christian life is an important epoch. 
We find a world of self within us, which 
often is our greatest foe, and requires 
special grace to overcome. I f  blest with 
an honest, receptive mind, the study of 
God’s word will be a great help and 
stimulus to us when we are learning to 
know what God would have us do, and 
at the same time we are realizing more 
of our inability to stand approved be­
fore God. Here is where the field of 
labor opens to every faithful soul. 
“ Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed.”  What meaning in those 
words, “ Approved unto God!”  The 
standard is a high one; if our manner of 
life—-our dealings wtih our fellowman,



28 GOOD TIDINGS [Ju ly

can stand approved before God, then 
with an humble and grateful heart we 
can say, “ B y the grace of God, I  am 
what I am.”

Waynesboro, Pa. A. S. P.

Q U ESTIO N S AN D  A N S W E R S
Q. Did the Jews crucify the Savior?
A. Jesus having been betrayed, ap­

prehended and found guilty of blas­
phemy by the Jewish Sanhedrim, was 
delivered to Pilate in order to undergo 
the punishment of death. This was ren­
dered necessary by the fact that the 
Jews, though they retained for the most 
part their laws and customs, both civil 
and religious, did not possess the power 
over life and death which was in the 
hands of the Roman Governor. Though 
the Jews condemned Jesus to be cruci­
fied, and are accountable for the atro­
cious crime, yet they did not perform 
the act. The Roman soldiers by order 
of Pilate crucified Jesus.

Q. Why is unity an evidence of true 
worship, and therefore a fundamental 
principle 1

A. Unity proves to the world that 
Christ was sent by His Father to per­
form the miracle of redemption and 
salvation in all penitent souls. Christ 
prayed: “ That they may be one; as 
thou Father art in me, and I in thee, 
that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.”  John 17 :  21.

It is an evidence that worshippers 
possess the Spirit of Christ, which 
Spirit unites His disciples in faith, love, 
fellowship and simplicity of life. “ B y 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to an­
other.”  John 13 :  35.

Q. Can a disciple of Christ be de­
ceived ?

A. Not unless they again yield their 
will to a foreign, seductive spirit. 
Christ said: “ For there shall arise false

Christ’s and false prophets, and shall 
show great signs and wonders; inso­
much that, if  it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect.”  Matt. 24: 24. 
Herein is an intimation that it is not 
possible. I f  they faithfully follow and 
obey Christ Jesus, the Shepherd and 
Bishop of their souls, they are safe, and 
all the powers of man and Satan cannot 
remove them from the true foundation 
Rock. Christ said : ‘ ‘ My Father which 
gave them me is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand.”

Q. Who were James and Jambres 
who withstood Moses mentioned in 
Timothy 3 : 8 ?

A. Supposed to be two of Pharaoh’s 
magicians in Exodus 7 : 1 1 .  The names 
are given in Jewish history though not 
in the Old Testament.

T H E  P R O P H E T  D A N IE L
When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby­

lon, besieged Jerusalem, he took the 
costliest of the vessels from the temple 
and placed them in the temple of the 
idol Bel in Babylon. He also took as 
captives a number of young men of 
noble families. Among these were 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 
These four Hebrews were faithful to the 
laws of Moses and were true to their 
convictions, when brought as slaves to 
the palace of the heathen king.

Nebuchadnezzar ordered his officers 
to select a number of young men, 
princes of the kings who were of fine 
appearance, skilled in wisdom and cun­
ning in knowledge, bring them to the 
palace and teach them the language and 
wisdom of the Chaldeans. Daniel and 
his three friends were among the num­
ber selected. They had been given new 
names as was customary. Daniel was 
named Belteshazzar and the others were 
named Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
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nego. The Lord blessed them with 
knowledge, and Daniel was especially 
gifted in understanding supernatural 
events and in interpreting dreams.

When they were brought before the 
king and questioned, he found them to 
be ten times wiser than his magicians 
and astrologers and they stood in great 
favor with the king.

Shortly afterward the king had a 
dream which troubled him. He could 
not recall the dream but was anxious to 
have it interpreted. He sent for his 
wise men to tell him the dream and in­
terpret it. The Chaldeans, though 
skilled in necromancy, said, “ The king 
requires them to do what no man can 
do, only a god could do so and he dwells 
not among the people.”  The king was 
angered and ordered all his wise men to 
be put to death. As Daniel and his 
three friends were among the wisest of 
his servants they were included in the 
death sentence. Daniel wondered why 
he was so hasty and requested an inter­
view with the king. He asked for a lit­
tle time, and would then give the king 
the information he desired. Daniel 
then went to his three friends and they 
prayed to God for wisdom and mercy. 
The secret was revealed to Daniel in a 
vision and he said, “ Blessed be the 
name of our God forever and ever, for 
wisdom and might are His. He chang- 
eth the times and seasons. He removeth 
kings and setteth up kings. . . . He re- 
vealeth the deep and secret things. I 
thank Thee and praise Thee, O thou 
God of my fathers for Thou hast now 
made known unto us the king’s mat­
ters.”  Daniel asked that the wise men 
should not be destroyed and he then 
appeared before the king and said, 
“ There is a God in heaven that reveal- 
eth secrets and maketh known to the 
king what shall be in the latter days. 
But this secret is not revealed to me for 
any wisdom that I have. . . . Thou, 0

king, sawest a great image whose head 
was of gold, the breast and arms of sil­
ver, his body and thighs of brass with 
legs of iron, and feet part iron and part 
clay. A  stone was cut out without 
hands which smote the image upon his 
feet and broke the image and the wind 
carried away the pieces of the broken 
image. The stone became a great 
mountain and filled the earth.”  Dan­
iel said this was the dream and we will 
now tell the interpretation. “ Thou, 0  
king, art a king of kings, for the God 
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power and glory. . . . Thou art this 
head of gold. After thee shall arise 
another kingdom inferior to thee, and 
another third kingdom of brass. The 
fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, 
and as iron breaketh and subdueth all 
things, so it shall break in pieces as the 
feet and toes were broken to pieces. 
And in the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom which 
shall never be destroyed. And the king­
dom shall not be left to other people but 
it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms and shall stand forever. 
. . .  As thou sawest the stone break in 
pieces the image; the great God hath 
made known to the king what shall come 
to pass, and the dream is certain and 
the interpretation sure.”

Thus Daniel foretold the fall of 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonish 
empire, the Medo-Persian which suc­
ceeded it, later the Macedonian or 
Grecian. During the fourth reign of 
iron, or the Roman empire, the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed. The kingdom of 
Jesus Christ was established upon the 
ruins of these temporal kingdoms and 
is destined to continue forever.

Nebuchadnezzar was greatly im­
pressed and said, “ The God who could 
enable Daniel to reveal this great secret 
was indeed the God of gods and Lord
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of kings.”  He rewarded Daniel by ap­
pointing him ruler of the whole prov­
ince. Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, were also made 
rulers in the kingdom.

He had another dream which Daniel, 
was asked to interpret. This dream 
foretold the calamities that should be­
fall the king and he seemed greatly im­
pressed for a time, but this effect was 
not of long duration. For later as he 
contemplated his dominions and the 
splendor of the city, his heart swelled 
with pride and he exclaimed, “ Is not 
this great Babylon which I have built 
for the house of the kingdom, by the 
might of my power and for the honor of 
my m ajesty?”  While he was saying 
this a voice from heaven said, “ The 
kingdom is departed from thee and 
they shall drive thee from men, thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field, they shall make thee to eat grass 
as oxen and seven times shall pass over 
thee, until thou know that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men and 
giveth it to whomsoever He will.”  This 
judgment took place at once. The 
proud heart of the king became con­
fused, reason Mas dethroned, he was 
driven from men and as a beast he ate 
grass and his body was wet with the 
dews of heaven.

When his reason was restored he 
made a decree and praised God, saying, 
“ At the end of the days I lifted up my 
eyes unto heaven, and mine understand­
ing returned unto me. I blessed the 
Most High and I praised and honored 
Him that liveth forever, whose domin­
ion is an everlasting one. . . . Before 
Him all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing. . . . None can stay 
His hand or say unto Him, What doest 
Thou? Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise 
and extol and honor the King of 
Heaven whose works are truth.”

Nebuchadnezzar died after a long 
reign and his son Evil-merodach suc­
ceeded him. He was slain in battle and 
his son Belshazzar became king. Little 
is recorded concerning his reign. He 
prepared a great feast for a thousand 
of his lords and friends and drank wine 
with them. He then called for the 
sacred vessels which had been carried 
away from the temple in Jerusalem, and 
profaned them by drinking wine from 
them. There seemed to be an inten­
tional insult to the God of Israel, as 
they praised their gods and drank to 
their honor. While they were feasting 
a mysterious hand appeared writing 
upon the wall words which no one 
understood as it was not in Chaldean 
script. The king greatly agitated sent 
for his wise men and astrologers but 
they were not able to read the words. 
Belshazzar was asked by the queen to 
send for Daniel who in the time of 
Nebuchadnezzar displayed great wis­
dom. Daniel had evidently retired into 
private life after the death of Nebu­
chadnezzar, but came when the king 
called for him. He was offered a rich 
reward and great honor if he would in­
terpret the meaning of the words. 
Daniel declined the honor as having no 
weight and said the reward should be 
given to others. But he reminded Bel­
shazzar of the experience of Nebuchad­
nezzar and said, “ And thou 0  Belshaz­
zar hast not humbled thy heart, al­
though thou knowest all this. Thou 
hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven and they have brought the 
vessels of His house before thee and 
those of thy lords, wives and concubines, 
have drunk wine in them and praised 
the gods of silver, gold, brass, iron, 
wood and stone which neither see, hear 
nor know. And the God in whose hands 
thy breath is and whose are all thy 
ways, thou hast not glorified.”
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This was the writing, Mene, Mene; 
Tekel, Upharsin. Mene, God hath num­
bered thy kingdom and finished it. 
Tekel, thou art weighed in the balances 
and art found wanting. Thy kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and Per­
sians. The word Mene was repeated to 
give emphasis, indicating speedy and 
certain accomplishment. The king 
heard this terrible sentence and made 
no reply, only saying that Daniel should 
have the promised reward.

That same night Belshazzar, king of 
the Chaldees, was slain. Darius, king 
of the Medes, became ruler of the em­
pire. As Daniel’s prophecy had fore­
told this change he naturally stood in 
favor with Darius and he was elevated 
to a prominent position. This caused a 
feeling of jealousy among the native 
princes and they devised a plan to work 
his ruin. They knew that his fidelity 
to his religion and to the God of Israel 
would be the only ground for accusa­
tion. So they prevailed upon the king 
to issue a decree that no man should 
offer any prayer or petition to any god 
or man, excepting to the king himself, 
for the space of thirty days, under pen­
alty of death or of being cast into a den 
of lions. This decree was signed and 
Daniel knew it. But he was faithful to 
his God and knelt by his open window 
with his face turned toward Jerusalem 
three times each day, giving thanks 
unto his God, as he had done before. 
He was seen and was reported to the 
king. B y the law of the Medes and 
Persians, a king’s decree could not be 
changed. The king was displeased with 
himself and set his heart to save Dan­
iel, his most faithful servant. But he 
had no choice and said to Daniel, “ Thy 
God whom thou servest continually, He 
will deliver thee.”  Daniel was cast into 
the den and the mouth of the pit sealed 
with the king’s signet. The king spent

a sleepless night, fasted and went early 
in haste to the den and called, “ 0  Dan­
iel, servant of the living God, is thy 
God whom thou servest continually able 
to deliver thee from the lions?”  Daniel 
replied, “ My God hath sent His angel 
and hath shut the lions’ mouths that 
they have not hurt me, forasmuch as 
before Him innocence was found in me, 
and also before thee, 0  king, have I 
done no hurt.”  The king was greatly 
pleased. Daniel’s accusers were cast 
into the den and they were immediately 
destroyed. Darius then wrote, “ Unto 
all people, nations, and languages that 
dwell in all the earth, Peace be multi­
plied unto you. I  make a decree that in 
every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel, for He is the living God and 
steadfast forever, and His kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed and His 
dominion shall be even unto the end. 
He delivereth and rescueth; and He 
worketh signs and wronders in heaven 
and on earth, who hath delivered Daniel 
from the power of the lions.”

The glory of God was promoted 
among the heathen by the captivity of 
the Hebrew nation, especially by such 
as Daniel who was faithful in duty to 
God, and fearless of the consequences. 
Being chosen of God as an interpreter 
of dreams and visions, Daniel clearly 
foretold the succession of the four 
earthly kingdoms and the close of the 
Jewish dispensation. He also told the 
time of the coming of the Prince of 
Peace, some six hundred years before its 
fulfillment when Christ’s kingdom 
would be established and stand forever. 
In the closing of Daniel’s vision he 
questioned, “ 0  my Lord what shall be 
the end of these things?”  The reply 
was, “ Go thy way Daniel till the end 
be, for thou shall rest and stand in thy 
lot at the end of days.”

Hagerstown, Md. E. V. L.
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A C H IL D ’S ST O R Y
My dear little Children:

“ Even a child is known by his doings, 
whether his work be pure and whether 
it be right.”  Prov. 20: 1 1 .

I wonder how many of the children 
who read these letters have known the 
verse quoted above. It is one among the 
many wise sayings found in one of the 
books of the Bible called Proverbs.

Almost every one loves children. The 
older I grow the more I admire them, so 
it will not surprise you to have me say 
that a dear little innocent baby is the 
sweetest, most interesting being we can 
possibly have. I f  you are fortunate 
enough to have younger brothers and 
sisters it will be a pleasure indeed to 
watch their growth in body and mind.

The greatest blessing that it is pos­
sible for any child to have is good Chris­
tian parents. We naturally love our 
parents and soon find they are our best 
friends and advisers. In reading the 
lives of noted men we are almost certain 
to find that they had the example or 
influence of one or both parents, who 
started them on good paths.

You have noticed how a skilled grower 
of trees will prune and train a growing 
tree to give it good shape or form as well 
as to make it most productive. The 
training of a young child is much the 
same process as that of a growing tree; 
to curb bad habits which seem to be 
natural to many, to implant good honest 
traits in order to develop a fine char­
acter, all must begin in our childhood, 
so that, “ Even a child is known by his 
doings.”

True nobility of character is the goal 
each one of us should try to attain. 
Character is our own self, while reputa­
tion is only what we are supposed to be.

In the life of every child there are

often little happenings that make a 
strong impression, or even exert an in­
fluence that may help mold our charac­
ters in later years.

I recall a trifling little incident when 
I was a small child that I have never 
forgotten. Seeing that all about me 
were busy doing something, I told my 
father that I wanted a job of work too, 
wanted to earn some money of my very 
own. He asked if I knew that work was 
different from play? I thought I did. 
So I suppose to try me out he put me to 
sorting a large pile of irons. There were 
nails, screws and bolts of different 
shapes and sizes, and a variety of larger 
pieces of iron. He gave me a pattern, 
and all of that length were to be put in 
a certain box. The odd pieces I was to 
lay on a pile by themselves for him to 
sort later. It went all right for a time, 
but the loft was warm and dusty and 
my hands got very dirty, I began to 
think it was a long job. I know now 
that I grew careless.

When my father came he looked over 
my work, and said “ You forgot to sort 
carefully. You asked me for work and 
I gave it, and promised to pay you when 
you were done. I did not ask you to do 
it, and if you are tired of the job you 
can quit, any kind of work takes perse­
verance and pluck to get it done, but 
always remember that any thing that is 
worth doing at all, is worth doing 
right. ’ ’

My father paid me for what I had 
done. I cannot tell now if I finished 
the work or not. It was a lesson for me, 
and I never forgot what he told me. 
Even yet when I think of slighting some 
work his words come to my mind, “ Any 
thing that is worth doing at all is worth 
doing right.”

Waynesboro, Pa. A. S. F .


